
School Medium of Response Total  number of 
Responses received

‘Hard copy’ 
correspondence

Email Petition

Benhurst Primary School 0 0 0

Broadford Primary School 0 0 0

Newtons Primary School 0 0 0

Parsonage Farm Primary School 6 58 2 66

Scotts Primary School 0 0 0

The RJ Mitchell Primary School 0 0 0

Hacton  Primary School 0 1 1

Suttons Primary School 0 0 0

The Mawney School 0 0 0

Total Overall 6 59 2 67



APPENDIX 2: Representation Comments from Respondents and Proposer Responses 

Proposer’s responses to objection received on the proposal to expand Hacton Primary to  3FE
Objections /Comments from Respondents Author Proposer’s Response

 Respondent 1
I reside at 276 Goodwood Avenue which is opposite the side 
entrance gates to Hacton Primary School.  Currently it is a 
problem with traffic in the road at school opening and closing 
times.  The proposed increase (over 50%) in school numbers 
will exacerbate this situation.  Also we will have works traffic to 
contend with in the 2 years rebuild.
Three years ago you were closing primary schools in the 
Hornchurch area on the assumption that the birth rate was 
falling.  Now you are saying the birth rate is rising so you need 
extra capacity.  The earlier decision was therefore completely 
short sighted.
Central Government policy is to allow the opening of free 
schools outside local authority control anywhere in the 
country.  If a number of these schools opened in the 
Hornchurch/Upminster area within the next 5 years, then the 
extra capacity will not be needed and you could end up with 
half empty schools.  Yet another short-sighted decision?
I trust you will take the above comments into consideration

Local 
Resident The Local Authority has a statutory responsibility to provide sufficient school places for its 

area. In line with national trends Havering experienced a period of falling demand for primary 
school places, during which, this County, like many other authorities, reduced provision. The 
forecasts at that time were based on the numbers of 0-5 year olds living in the local area,  
and predicted continuing falling numbers. The national and local situation has now changed 
with a rapid increase in numbers in some areas within Havering. Demand in a number of 
areas has risen sharply but this could not have been predicted previously.

Hacton Primary is one of the three schools in the borough proposed for a rebuild under the 
Priority Schools Building Programme (PSBP). 
The local authority is utilising this programme’s opportunity to create additional places in the 
school  to assist  in  meeting the demand in  the Upminster  Planning area.  The proposed 
permanent  expansion  would  enable  the  local  authority  create  additional  school  places 
needed in the area in 2016/17. It will also provide an opportunity for further improvement that 
will enable the school maintain its strength in raising pupils’ attainment.
The  Education  Act  2011  changed  the  arrangements  for  establishing  new  schools  and 
introduced  section  6A  (the  academy/free  school  presumption)  to  the  Education  and 
Inspections Act 2006. Where a LA thinks there is a need for a new school in its area it must 
seek proposals to establish an academy/free school. However the LA is still responsible for 
providing  the  site  for  the  new school  and  meeting  all  associated  capital  and  pre-/post-
opening costs.
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Proposer’s responses to objection received on the proposal to expand Parsonage Farm  Primary to  4FE
Objections /Comments from Respondents Author Proposer’s Response

 Respondent 1
Firstly the school already is having extensive building works to 
accommodate  the  expansion  from 2  years  ago.  There  are 
already diggers and tractors in the school working all day right 
next to class rooms where our children are supposed to be 
concentrating  and  working.  It  must  be  very  off  putting  and 
detrimental to their learning. 
Secondly if  you visit  the school,  which if  located in a small 
residential  road  you  will  see  the  parking  is  at  an  absolute 
capacity. I simply cannot see how anymore cars could get into 
the road and surrounding areas. You can drive round for 10-
15 minutes in the morning trying to find a suitable space to 
park; many don’t  bother and park illegally and dangerously. 
This I believe will only increase with expansion. It will only be 
a matter of time before a child is seriously hurt. 
Thirdly I also do not believe the need for extra spaces in this 
part of Rainham, according to Havering admissions since they 
expanded 2 years the spaces offered were not even filled at 
initial  allocations.  There  have  been  no  new  builds  in  the 
immediate area surrounding the school. Any new builds they 
are in Rainham are located closer to other schools in the area 
that have not been asked to expand. 
My son is in year 2 currently and when he started there was 
an  intake  of  just  60  children  per  year,  if  this  planned 
expansion takes place then by the time he goes into year 4 
the school will have doubled in size. I do not feel this will be 
beneficial  for  the  children.  The  school  hall  will  not 
accommodate this many children for lunch, the playground is 
too small and being made smaller but building works going on 
now,  and  more  building  will  only  have  to  done  to 
accommodate all these extra children. 

Parent & 
Local 
Resident

Parsonage Farm was a 3FE school but as the numbers were quite low in previous years the 
school rolls declined and the school had fewer pupils on roll. The school had three mobile 
classrooms on site and these were taken off as they were no longer needed. The pupil 
numbers in the area started to increase in September 2012 and the school started taking 90 
pupils  since.  The cohort  size  will  increase  on  a  yearly  basis  and  the  school  is  having 
permanent classrooms being built to replace the mobile class. If the expansion to 4 FE is 
agreed then the school will take 120 in Reception in Sept 2015 and again the cohort size will  
increase on a yearly basis rather than becoming a 840 place school on the 1 Sept 2015. 

The impact of increased traffic is something which is taken very seriously during planning 
processes and a joint effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues.  
Guarantees cannot be made to improve upon existing situations, but consultation will  be 
undertaken with the Highways Team and an external adviser in order to develop measures 
which will help to mitigate some of the additional impact. 

As well as specialist advice at the planning stages, the schools receive support to develop 
their school travel plans. This involves encouraging pupils and parents to use alternative 
methods of transport to school. The responsibility of families transporting their children to 
school cannot be ignored and work needs to concentrate on behavioural change which may 
take a longer time to implement. Such measures can include encouraging the use of park 
and stride schemes,  opening new pedestrian access ways  around the school  sites and 
incentive schemes for pupils.

We regularly monitor relevant information such as: 
• birth rates 
• pupil numbers in schools
• the transfer rate from birth to reception year 
• pupil movement in and out of school areas
• pupil movement in and out of the Borough
• planning developments, such as for new houses
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We use  this  information to  calculate  future  pupil  numbers and therefore  the  number of 
school places that will  be needed. If there are changes to the information, we adjust our 
projections accordingly. In practice our projections over a five-year period are accurate to 
within a few percent so we can be confident about future need. The further into the future we 
try to project however, the less certain we can be.

Respondent 2
I would like a copy of the plans for development of Parsonage 
Farm School.  I live directly next door to the school at 15 Farm 
Road  and  have  not  been  notified  directly  of  further  sight 
development  I  am  surprised  as  a  neighbour  I  have  not 
received anything directly.  As I have no children I would have 
no  way  of  knowing  about  the  notice  on  the  gates,  but 
fortunately  I  have  been notified  by  parents  of  children  that 
attend the school. 
I will make an assumption a lot of the local residents in Farm 
Road are also not aware of the wider development plans for 
the school as they also do not  have children attending this 
school does seem as though approaching it under the radar.  
My  immediate  concern  is  the  negative  impacts  for  local 
residents within the vicinity. 
Initial observation the capacity numbers for the school doesn’t 
add up currently... Maximum capacity of 486, but currently has 
467 in the school in July 60 children will leave (current year 
6).  In September 90 children will join taking the intake to 497 
which will mean until the news plans are approved the school 
will be operating over capacity.
Farm road and the surrounding streets are chaotic for parking 
already, this isn’t just parents the teachers don’t have parking 
facilities at  the school so block up the surrounding streets.  
Then the drop off  and pick up times at  the school  already 
prove to extremely dangerous without increasing the numbers. 
Where are all the extra people coming from?  Rainham isn’t 
expanding at  the pace to  accommodate a  total  capacity  of 
840?
When I expanded my property the upstairs development plans 

Local 
Resident

We are at the stage of publication of statutory notices and full proposals on a number of  
primary schools in Havering.  No decision has yet been taken on whether or not we will 
proceed with and implement any of the expansion(s). Once a decision has been taken by 
the Council  to proceed with the proposed expansions, the Council  will  begin a long and 
interactive dialogue with the schools and other stakeholders to decide how the expansion(s) 
can best be delivered to meet the needs of the children, and to deliver the curriculum in the 
most effective way for each individual school. There will also be further consultation as part 
of the planning permission application process There will be further opportunity to comment 
at this later stage, as well as during the consideration of any planning application as part of  
the works required to expand the school(s).

All the building works required for the school to be a 3FE school will be completed and by 1  
September 2014 the school will have capacity for 630 places. The school will take 120 in  
Reception from September 2015 onwards.

Parking and traffic issues will  be considered in full  so that  appropriate improvements or 
changes  could  be  made.  Through  the  planning  process,  the  Highways  team  will  be 
consulted and any recommendations or conditions will be fully considered.
The impact of increased traffic is something which is taken very seriously during planning 
processes and a joint effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues.  
Guarantees cannot be made to improve upon existing situations, but consultation will  be 
undertaken with the Highways Team and an external adviser in order to develop measures 
which will help to mitigate some of the additional impact. 
As part of the expansion works a car park is being built for staff and therefore staff at the 
school would no longer need to park on the streets.
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were  blocked,  one  of  the  reasons  cited  were  due  to 
overlooking the school.  By growing the school on this scale 
that impact reverses

Respondent 3
I currently have three children in attendance at this school (1 
year six, 1 year 3, and a child in reception). I have first hand 
experienced the impact that the recent expansion (from 2 - 3 
forms) has had on the school.  
They are currently without use of a library whilst works are on 
going, for some children this is their only access to a library, 
and I feel taking this basic school facility away is detrimental 
to  encouraging  children  to  read  and  use  libraries  in  their 
future.  The  dinner  hall is  crowded,  assemblies  are 
uncomfortable,  as  they  complain  that  there  is  not  enough 
room.  and they are becoming lost  within the numbers.  My 
child in reception is having her education disrupted on a daily 
basis by noisy and distracting machinery working meters from 
her classroom during school hours, and effectively they are 
playing next to a building site at break times, which surly isn't 
good  for  their  health,  due  to  amount  of  dust  that  is  being 
created.  
I have recently been informed from the school that lunch times 
will  be  staggered  due  to  overcrowding  and  children  being 
rushed  in  an  out  to  finish  their  lunch.  This  means  older 
children  will  have  to  go  nearly  five  hours  without  having  a 
adequate meal, I'm sure it is a proven fact that if  a child is 
hungry it is harder for them to concentrate on their education..
The already increased numbers have made a significant and 
worrying  increase  in  traffic  and  uncontrolled  parking.  I 
whiteness  on  a  daily  basis  parents  struggling  to  get  their 
children to school as roads become gridlocked and parking is 
not available.  It is becoming increasingly dangerous for those 
children (like my own) who walk to school, As cars’ mounting 
the  pavement  to  pass  oncoming  cars  is  becoming  a  daily 
occurrence.  There are no facilities to assist the children cross 
the road near the school.  With the corners of Briscoe / Farm 

A Parent 
& Local 
resident

Parsonage Farm was a 3FE school but as the numbers were quite low in previous years the 
school rolls declined and the school had fewer pupils on roll. The school had three mobile 
classrooms on site and these were taken off as they were no longer needed. These are now 
being replaced by permanent build.  All the building works required for the school to be a 
3FE school again will be completed and by 1 September 2014 the school will have capacity 
for 630 places. If the expansion to 4 FE is agreed then the school will take 120 in Reception 
in Sept 2015 and again the cohort size will increase on a yearly basis rather than becoming 
a 840 place school on the 1 Sept 2015. 

Parsonage Farm is a good school and has the capacity to manage an increase in pupil  
numbers. The most important aspect of any school is the quality of teaching and there are 
already high quality teachers in the schools. 
A larger school will give more possibilities to retain high quality teaching staff and provide a 
more  diverse  curriculum through the  use  of  additional  resources  and  funding.  A  larger 
school can also provide more flexibility for personalised learning.
School leaders believe it is very important to retain their individual ethos for the school and 
will ensure this is a priority. 
 
The impact of increased traffic is taken very seriously during planning processes and a joint 
effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues. Guarantees cannot be 
made to improve upon existing situations,  but  consultation is undertaken with Highways 
advisers in order to develop measures which will  help to mitigate some of the additional 
impact. 

As well as specialist advice at the planning stages, the schools receive support to develop 
their school travel plans. This involves encouraging pupils and parents to use alternative 
methods of transport to school. The responsibility of families transporting their children to 
school cannot be ignored and work needs to concentrate on behavioural change which may 
take a longer time to implement. Such measures can include encouraging the use of park 
and stride schemes,  opening new pedestrian access ways  around the school  sites and 
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Road and Allen / Farm Road being a challenge for most adults 
to safely cross.  
The  above  are  problems  that  have  already  arises  from 
changing the school from a 60 pupil - 90 pupil  intake since 
September  2012.  Another  aspect  I  do  not  understand  is 
Parsonage Farm School currently to my understanding has a 
capacity  of  486  pupils.  They  currently  have  467  in 
attendance. If  my  maths  are  correct  in  September  2014 
Parsonage  Farm  Primary  School  will  be  operating  OVER 
capacity  by  11  children.  12  months  before  the  proposed 
increase is to take effect.  
My  main  concern  that  expanding  the  school  in  the  way 
proposed.  My children currently attending the school will have 
their education disrupted at crucial periods.  In the process of 
works more school facilities will be lost (short term) providing 
8 new classrooms will not solve the issues of facilitating the 
proposed increase during lunch time or assembly times.  
Ultimately my major concern is the local Roads infrastructure 
will  not be able to safely cope with the increased traffic that 
will  come with  increased numbers.  The roads cannot  cope 
and are not built to hold the amount of traffic that is currently 
using them.  Emergency services would be slowed down as 
they would be unable manoeuvre through the roads at busy 
periods.  Residents are unable to access their own properties 
with  their  vehicles.  There  is  inadequate public  transport  to 
support the numbers that will need to use them.
On  another  note  I  also  have  concerns  about  the  social 
development of children attending a school of this size.  The 
transition between nursery - reception is already a big change 
in their life.  Putting 4/5 year old children into a school of this 
size may be overwhelming and upsetting and take a longer 
period to adjust to school life.  
Also a big part of school is that children socialise and make 
life long friends at primary school age as this is all part of their 
development.  Playing and visiting each others houses is an 
extension of this social development.  As when they become 
older and are allowed the responsibility  of  venturing out  on 

incentive schemes for pupils.

Careful planning with the full co-operation of all parties can avoid most disruption and many 
children are likely to see it as an adventure and something exciting to look forward to. The 
Council will work together with the school staff, governors and parents/carers to ensure that  
any possible disruption is kept to an absolute minimum. 

Whenever there is a change made to our schools, we make every effort to ensure that the 
quality  of  education  and  the  welfare,  safety  and  security  of  pupils  is  given  the  highest 
priority. We have an excellent track record for managing major building projects at primary 
schools and we aim to keep disruption to a minimum both for those teaching and learning as 
well as for anybody who lives close to the school.

In many cases, building contractors will  run awareness raising sessions for pupils which 
highlight health and safety issues around building sites and will undertake supervised tours 
for children to see the work taking place.

There are many schools nationally which have much larger numbers of pupils than for the 
proposed new building, which operate well.  Pupils perform well  in good modern facilities 
with quality teaching and support staff led by a strong governing body. These qualities will  
ensure standards irrespective of the size of school.  
Quality of teaching is the most important aspect of any school and there are high quality 
teachers already in the school. To continue to employ quality teachers is very challenging in 
a small school with falling budgets. A larger school will give more possibilities to retain high 
quality teaching staff and provide a better, enriched curriculum offer. 

In a small school, individual teachers are held responsible for planning different curriculum 
areas, whereas in a larger school this responsibility can be shared and teachers can act as 
critical peers for the better development of quality learning approaches and materials. The 
wider and more varied experiences of a larger staff group can result  in a stronger drive  
towards becoming an Outstanding school in the future.

The larger school budget will offer flexibility and the opportunity to spend more on teaching 
and learning as the new building will be much more efficient.  
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their  own to knock for friends,  which encourages a healthy 
active lifestyle.  With extending the school you are increasing 
the  amount  of  children  that  will  require  transport  to  attend 
school, which will reduce the ability for children to engage in 
these key social development stages in their life 
Parsonage Farm Primary  School  is  stated as  a  community 
school,  The school is rapidly loosing its community spirit and 
will no  longer  serves as a  community  school  if  these 
expansion plans proceed 
Respondent 4
I would like to raise my concerns with regards to the proposal 
of expanding Parsonage Farm Primary school; I live within the 
immediate catchment area of the school and have 2 children 
currently  in  attendance  at  the  school.  
The school is well  run and until  recently had a real feel as 
heart  of  the  local  community,  however  I  feel  since  the 
expansion  from  2  to  3  Reception  classes  in  the  last  2 
academic  years  the  school  has  become overcrowded.  The 
lower school playground is dangerously overpopulated and no 
longer fit for purpose on the current numbers, considering the 
health  authorities  are  encouraging  healthy  active  lifestyles 
which I would have thought is also something schools should 
encourage  the  expansion  will  be  removing  much  needed 
outside space to allow this. 
Lower school field is now closed for the current building work, 
where are the children to play through the summer, and then 
beyond, the majority of children look forward to sports day, 
how will  this happen? There are already limits between the 
school and parents being able to enjoy their children's school 
life,  For  example in recent years the children no longer do 
class assemblies for parents to watch, Upper school do not do 
sports day for parents to watch, no school fetes; this is all very 
disappointing and I can only feel this is going to get worse with 
further  increasing  the  numbers.  
In  addition  to  the  above  the  surrounding  roads  are  also 
extremely busy at the current numbers and I do not think the 
community surrounding the school is being taken into account; 

Parent
Parsonage Farm Primary has the site  capacity  to be expanded to a 4FE school.  If  the 
expansion is agreed we will in fact increase the amount of play space available – a third 
playground will be built and we will be upgrading the existing outdoor play space as well in 
order to support the outdoor curriculum. The school’s large site area would allow expansion 
to accommodate the extra children without compromising teaching or outdoor space.

The impact of increased traffic is taken very seriously during planning processes and a joint 
effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues. Guarantees cannot be 
made to improve upon existing situations,  but  consultation is undertaken with Highways 
advisers in order to develop measures which will  help to mitigate some of the additional 
impact.
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bringing  children  in  from  outside  the  immediate  area  will 
create  more  traffic  and  pollution  endangering  the  lives  and 
safety  of  the  pupils  and  local  residents.
Please  listen  and  save  this  community  school!
Respondent 5
 I strongly oppose the proposed Class increase to Parsonage 
Farm Primary School.
a parent of two children, within the school and a local resident 
I feel very strongly that an increase to a four class intake is 
only going to have a massive negative impact on the area and 
the school its self. 
When the school increased to three classes, 18 months ago, 
the traffic, at school time,  at points becomes gridlocked, 
people do not care where they park, pulling up in front of the 
gates to drop children off, waving at them and driving away 
when others are trying to cross the roads. Blocking home 
owners drive ways so they can not get on or off their drives, 
double parking, parking on the newly painted double yellow 
lines on the corners of the roads. Bumping on the kerbs 
( which you are not allowed to do in the area unless in a 
marked bay), even driving half up on the pavements to pass 
cars when children and their parents are walking to school.
In September there will be an additional 30 children attending 
as the lower school 3 class intake reaches year 2, so the 
traffic and direct impact on the area is going to increase again. 
Now from the following year its is proposed to increase again, 
how on earth are the local roads going to cope within the area. 
The impact will continue for six years until the school reaches 
capacity. 
None of the local residents have been notified as apparently 
we do not have to be as planning was advertised in the 
Romford Recorder, We live in Rainham not Romford, also it is 
a paper you have to buy, bearing in mind a lot of people do 
not buy papers any more but use the internet, I am aware that 
the Romford Recorder in on the internet but would be very 
interested to know how may people actually access the 
planning section.

Parent & 
Local 
resident

The Council has sought advice from Highways consultants in considering the implications of 
this  proposal.  In  most  instances,  planning  permission  will  be  required  for  subsequent 
building work which would mean that there would be a separate consultation locally (for all 
residents) through the town planning system on the details of any proposed enlargement 
scheme. Any specific town planning matters associated with a school site would need to
be addressed as part of the planning application, including highways and parking issues. 

Parsonage Farm was a 3FE school but did not operate as a 3FE school due to declining 
rolls in previous years. However there is a need for additional primary places in the area 
now and the school started operating again as a 3FE since September 2012. The impact of 
increased traffic if the expansion to 4 FE goes ahead will be considered during the planning 
process and a joint effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues.  
Guarantees  cannot  be  made  to  improve  upon  existing  situations,  but  consultation  is 
undertaken with Highways advisers in order to develop measures which will help to mitigate 
some of the additional impact. 

Children’s safety is our number one concern. We will  require the contractors to work to  
schedules that will avoid major deliveries and site removals to occur at school opening and 
closing times. That actual site will of course be boarded and kept very separate from the 
children during the weeks of construction.

During  each  stage  of  the  process,  a  number  of  meetings  will  take  place  between  the 
Schools,  the  Council  and  the  contractors  to  make  all  the  necessary  arrangements  to 
manage activity around the site and the school. 
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Most of my neighbours are elderly and do not have access to 
the internet at their homes.
The current works at the school to provide a car park for the 
teachers and additional class rooms for the additional third 
class, is impacting on the area as well, 
causing more problems with the school runs as lorries with 
deliveries are blocking the roads when parents are trying to 
get their children to school. In addition to this it is impacting on 
the children the children are being distracted by the work 
being carried out as they are curious to see what is happening 
rather than learning in class or playing at break time, also the 
noise by the works can be heard during their lesson which is 
another distraction. 
My children have asked why has all of the grass areas and the 
trees been cut down, and my reply: to build my classes and a 
car park, their reply you are not suppose to cut trees down, 
where are lower school going to play on the field now, its not 
there, It looks ugly now with no trees. They are right it does 
look bare and will end up having the built up look rather than 
the residential village feel to our area.
One more thing if someone actually took time to listen to the 
residents of the area and the parents of the school this 
proposal is not wanted, I have spoken with many people about 
the proposal and not one has said anything positive about it.

Respondent 6
Class Size - My son is in year 1 and he was the first year 
where they has been 3 classes and having a child already go 
through the school i know how things work, but i can tell you 
when it comes to 3 classes it is a nightmare, Christmas plays 
become a serious health and safety issue, not sure how many 
people the school are insured for but previously we have say 
60 parents in the room when it was just 2 classes previously 
which was not too comfortable now with 3 classes it is a 
nightmare as you have at least 90 parents if not more. Having 
another 2 classes added to this will be a definite Safety issue

A Parent

The school being expanded to 4 FE will meet the required national space Standards. How 
classes are organised (and therefore their size) is a matter for the Governing Body and 
Headteacher, but a larger school does not automatically mean larger classes. Government 
legislation on Key Stage 1 class sizes limits the number of infant children in a class to 30  
pupils per teacher.
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Building work - My son is having to put up with noise all day 
as it  is just outside the window of his class, plus looking at 
what the men are doing is really not on. Another question is 
have  all  these building guys  been properly  checked? more 
expansion to the school will  only make my sons life for the 
next 2 years absolute hell. He is having to breath the dust in at  
the moment so this will only get worse as well.
Play areas - Again this has been restricted for my son as they 
no longer have a school field to play on in lower school and 
with the building work they just  want some release so they 
cant even do that anymore.
Library - We no longer have use of the school library, so with 
new building works how much longer will this go on for, its not 
fair.
Access to school - I have been fighting for over a year to get 
double yellow lines put down Farm road and either ends onto 
Briscoe and finally this has been done, but still people park on 
them let  alone  the  yellow zigzags,  we  have  cars  speeding 
down Briscoe and i have asked the police to sort this out but 
still waiting. More classes will mean more cars and this means 
even more danger to the children.
Community school - Where is this going, some people already 
travel to our school from Dagenham and Aveley, more places 
will  mean we  are  no longer  are  a  local  community  school. 
Pupils  are  soon  to  be  numbers.  Mrs  Beaton  says  hello  to 
children  and  knows  there  name,  having  another  60  odd 
children this will no longer happen will it.
It would seem that money has taken over children's needs and 
how they feel about school, having a bigger school will make 
the reception children frightened and there will  no longer be 
closeness with pupils and teachers and parents. You hear all 
the time about making children learn to get a better education, 
well money has taken over that because i know that no matter 
how many objections you receive you will still go ahead with it. 
So may be we are frightening a losing cause, but a fight is 
what you will be getting from local residents and parents. We 

The Local Authority is experienced in managing the delivery of projects on schools sites, 
working closely with the schools to minimise disruption for the children and staff; planning 
the stages of delivery carefully, and using school holidays where possible to carry out works 
that may otherwise cause disruption.

Parsonage Farm Primary has the site  capacity  to be expanded to a 4FE school.  If  the 
expansion is agreed we will in fact increase the amount of play space available – a third 
playground will be built and we will be upgrading the existing outdoor play space as well in 
order to support the outdoor curriculum.

The impact of increased traffic is taken very seriously during planning processes and a joint 
effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues. Guarantees cannot be 
made to improve upon existing situations,  but  consultation is undertaken with Highways 
advisers in order to develop measures which will  help to mitigate some of the additional 
impact.

The extra school places are created for local children as  we have planned to ensure that 
any extra places created are close to the area where there is identified additional need. Our 
aim is to ensure that there are enough places to allow children to attend a local school if  
they chose to do so. We are required to follow school admissions rules as set out in The 
Admissions Code 2010 in allocating places within any school.
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DONT  want  this  expansion.  We care  about  our  children’s 
future obviously you don’t!!!

Respondent 7
As a parent of a pupil already attending Parsonage Farm and 
a local resident, I am writing to you to raise my concerns and 
objection regarding the expansion plans for Parsonage Farm 
Primary School in Rainham.
I understand there is a need to expand some schools to meet 
the  demands  of  an  ever  increasing  community  but  why 
Parsonage  Farm  Primary?  Why  wasn’t  Rainham  Village 
School considered and expanded when they were undergoing 
their recent building works? They have plenty of land which 
could have been expanded on. Also, Brady School? This is 
currently one 1 form per year – could this not be expanded to 
2 forms??
 As a parent of child already attending the school (year 2), I 
have firsthand experience of the impact that this is having on 
the school and surrounding areas (as a resident). 
 Parsonage Farm school was expanded 2 years ago from a 2 
form to 3 form which has put an increased pressure on the 
surrounding areas including a major issue of increased traffic 
and uncontrolled parking.  On a daily basis I  have seen the 
roads gridlocked, cars pulling up wherever they like to drop 
their children off with no concern to other pedestrians. This is 
becoming very dangerous for children and parents walking to 
school as cars mount the pavement and even park completely 
up  on  the  pavement  so  you  are  unable  to  walk  pass. 
Resident’s  driveways  are  also  blocked.  There  are  no 
provisions in place to assist the pupils / parents to cross the 
roads, especially on the junctions of Allen Road / Farm Road 
and  Briscoe  Road  /  Farm  Road,  where  it  is  getting 
increasingly  dangerous to  cross.  Other  schools  in  Rainham 
have speed bumps, zebra crossings and Lollipop
People to assist with their pupils – Parsonage have none of 
this. The surrounding roads cannot cope with this increased 
traffic and were not built to cope with this demand.

Parent & 
Local 
resident

When deciding which schools are suitable for expansion, the council  considered schools 
which match the following criteria:

• They can be expanded as they have site capacity
• They are located accessibly to where there is increased pressure on places
• They  are  sufficiently  educationally  secure  and  resilient  to  have  the  capacity  to 

manage a significant increase in size without adverse impacts on standards
• There is a clear aspiration on the part of the school to manage the expansion
• The expansion should provide value for money

The impact of increased traffic is taken very seriously during planning processes and a joint 
effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues. Guarantees cannot be 
made to improve upon existing situations,  but  consultation is undertaken with Highways 
advisers in order to develop measures which will  help to mitigate some of the additional 
impact.

Children’s safety is our number one concern. We will  require the contractors to work to  
schedules that will avoid major deliveries and site removals to occur at school opening and 
closing times. That actual site will of course be boarded and kept very separate from the 
children during the expected weeks of construction.
During  each  stage  of  the  process,  a  number  of  meetings  will  take  place  between  the 
Schools,  the  Council  and  the  contractors  to  make  all  the  necessary  arrangements  to 
manage activity around the site and the school. 
The plan is to have the school building ready for the 2015 Autumn term.

Parsonage Farm is  a good school  that  is  popular  with  pupils  and parents,  and we are 
confident that the strong leadership at the school will ensure that the school continues to be 
successful, popular and the focal point for the community.
The school are confident that the benefits from having a larger school will enable them to 
provide an excellent education for all the pupils that attend the school, and that this does not 
mean losing the ’community’  ethos of the school. It is intended that the school should 
cater for all of the children living in Rainham and Wennington and South Hornchurch wards 
and not just some, which would lead to an even greater sense of community.
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At the moment there is building works taking place to expand 
the school which is providing a great deal of disruption to the 
pupils. My daughter advised that they have the windows open 
as  the  classroom is  too  hot  but  due to  the machinery  and 
building taking place next to her classroom they have difficulty 
hearing  their  teacher  or  other  class  friends  and  their 
classroom is very dusty. This means her education is being 
disrupted! This also cannot be good for their health as these 
works  are  being  carried  out  during  the  school  day,  which 
means  at  break  times  they  are  playing  near  to  these 
machines,  building works  and dusty  environment.  Also with 
these building works taking place, it has meant that the school 
library has had to be closed. One important facility of every 
school that Parsonage do not have – what other facilities will  
be taken away to expand this school!
With the expansion already from 2 to 3 forms it has had an 
impact on lunchtime as the school has announced that it will 
now be staggering lunchtime due to the overcrowding so now 
children  will  be  made  to  rush  their  lunch  (which  happens 
already) so that the next bunch of children can come in. My 
daughter  has complained to me on a number of  occasions 
that  she  does not  have  time to  eat  her  lunch  as  they  are 
rushed  –  something  that  is  only  going  to  get  worse!  Also, 
playground space has become limited. At the moment there 
are 2 playgrounds – lower & upper school. With the expansion 
the  lower  playground  would  have  to  accommodate  390 
children from Sept 2015!! It is not big enough to accommodate 
these children!
 Another question is where are these children coming from? 
As they certainly aren’t local enough to the school to be able 
to walk! 
 My  son  is  due  to  start  in  September  2015  when  this 
expansion is planned for and I am already worrying about him 
starting.  It is a big challenge for anyone starting school but to 
start with 120 children is going to be very overwhelming.
 As  a  community  school,  Parsonage  Farm  should  be 
concentrating on the local children and ensuring they have a

The Local Authority is experienced in managing the delivery of projects on schools sites, 
working closely with the schools to minimise disruption for the children and staff; planning 
the stages of delivery carefully, and using school holidays where possible to carry out works 
that may otherwise cause disruption.

.
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 good quality school to attend and that their educational needs 
come first. With this expansion, Parsonage Farm will lose its 
community school status!
 I am under no illusion that by this expansion going ahead the 
school will receive extra facilities and funding but Parsonage 
does  not  need  to  expand  any  further.  The  facilities  and 
community spirit as the school is at the moment is fine and 
does not need to be changed.
 As is the motto of the school – “the children come first – they 
are my children and I will do my best” – this expansion will not 
put  the  children  first  and  is  not  the  best  for  them!

Respondent 8
I am writing to give my concerns about expanding parsonage 
farm school. We currently have a very bad parking situation at 
the  school;  if  more  pupils  attend  this  will  get  much  worse 
putting children in danger of getting run over.
A case has already been taken to court over a lady parking 
and mounting the path outside the school nearly running over 
pupils.  Even  if  the  children  are  bought  in  and  out  of  the 
borough by coaches they will  have a lot  of  trouble  moving 
around  the  back  streets  of  the  school  causing  more 
congestion  for  pupils  and  residents.  Please  don't  ruin  our 
community,  our  streets and our local  school by making the 
community over run by traffic, schools to big with not enough 
playing space to keep the children fit and healthy. Our area 
will become over populated by people outside the borough our 
own  children  will  have  to  move  away  to  become  home 
owners.... Please put a stop to this !!!!
Very angry resident from Abbey Wood lane 

Respondent 9
With regards to the proposed expansion of Parsonage Farm 
Primary I would like to say that I am opposed to the plans. The 
school has already been increased to a 3 class intake for the 
reception and year 1 classes. From that alone the traffic has 
greatly increased. I do not drive to school myself but the 

A Local 
Resident

Parent & 
Local 
resident

The impact of increased traffic is taken very seriously during planning processes and a joint 
effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues. Guarantees cannot be 
made to improve upon existing situations,  but  consultation is undertaken with Highways 
advisers in order to develop measures which will  help to mitigate some of the additional 
impact.

The impact of increased traffic is taken very seriously during planning processes and a joint 
effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues. Guarantees cannot be 
made to improve upon existing situations,  but  consultation is undertaken with Highways 
advisers in order to develop measures which will  help to mitigate some of the additional 
impact.
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number of people trying to get parked each day in growing. 
This must already be due to taking children from out of the 
area. To increase the capacity to a 4 class intake would have 
a massive effect on not only the congestion but also the 
children. They are already being affected by the works around 
the school. Why were other schools closed if there is such a 
great need for expansion of others? I sincerely hope that the 
views of parents and residents are being seriously considered 
in this matter.

Respondent 10
With regard to the proposed expansion of Parsonage Farm 
Primary  School  I  feel  that  I  must  contact  you  to  voice  my 
objection.
I live quite near to the school and both my children attended 
this school.
When I walked to and from this school daily up until 2012 I 
noticed how congested it was with motor vehicles picking up 
children from this school. This was when they had only two 
classes of thirty children for every year not the three that they 
have now.
Expanding the  intake  even  further  is  going  to  have  a very 
negative impact on the surrounding area of this school.
The area is a very nice area with lots of family homes. The 
roads have only  so many parking spaces and it  is  already 
proving very difficult for the buses to access the roads at this 
time of the day. Not only this you also have year 5 and year 6 
children  walking  home  on  their  own.  I  have  seen  the 
dangerous way some of these drivers behave in and around 
this  area  and  I  believe  there  could  be  some  very  nasty 
accidents in the future.
Also, I do not agree with children coming to this school from 
outside the area. I believe schools should be built in the areas 
that they are needed, and children should be able to walk to 
and from school, not have to be driven by parents because 
they don’t live in the area. Schools should be built for these 
children in the areas that they live. 

A Local 
Resident

The impact of increased traffic is taken very seriously during planning processes and a joint 
effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues. Guarantees cannot be 
made to improve upon existing situations,  but  consultation is undertaken with Highways 
advisers in order to develop measures which will  help to mitigate some of the additional 
impact.

The extra school places are created for local children as  we have planned to ensure that 
any extra places created are close to the area where there is identified additional need. Our 
aim is to ensure that there are enough places to allow children to attend a local school if  
they chose to do so. We are required to follow school admissions rules as set out in The 
Admissions Code 2010 in allocating places within any school.
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Respondent 11
I would like to object to the plans to expand this school, as I 
think  the  children  that  are  already  attending  this  school  is 
enough,  these  plans  mention  nothing  about  expanding  the 
eating area to accommodate another form per year. The work 
that  has already started is  disturbing to the children now!  I 
have  a  child  in  year  6,  and  I  am already  worried  that  this 
disturbance  may  have  an  impact  on  his  and  other  year  6 
students’  sats  results.  If  this  goes ahead at  its  peek when 
complete this school will be teaching around 840 pupils. I feel 
this is far too many primary pupils, and my opinion it  is  an 
accident waiting to happen, the grounds of this school is not 
suitable for this many pupils, and then you have the teaching 
staff  on top,  there will  be at  least  1000 bodies plus in this 
small school at one time. How will lunch time be run? Will they 
still  have the after school clubs? Does this limit  the spaces 
even more? What about the opportunities to compete against 
other school in tournaments, you will not be giving the children 
equal  opportunity  if  there are 120 pupils per year!  Are you 
putting our children at more risk with the roads surrounding 
the area, more children more cars.

Respondent 12
I have no objection to this proposal other than consideration 
should be made to the problems of traffic and parking around 
the surrounding streets. With the increased number of children 
attending will  come increased traffic to  already busy roads. 
Unfortunately you are not likely to impress some parents on 
the benefit of walking their darlings to school. These narrow 
roads  are  already  congested  at  times  and  this  will  only 
increase. To help alleviate the problem of parked vehicles the 
Head teacher at the school should be instructed to allow her 
staff  permission  to  park  within  the  school  grounds.  I 
understand this is not permitted at present as the staff have to 
park  in  the  surrounding  streets.  The increased  numbers  of 
pupils will therefore mean an increase in staff and even more 

Local 
Resident

Local 
Resident

Schools with strong senior leadership teams (SLT) have been chosen because the local 
authority has confidence that the staff and Governors will make every effort to ensure that 
the ethos of the school doesn’t change and that new staff are carefully recruited to ensure 
that the school’s friendly approach continues. Further, the wider range of staff as a result of 
additional appointments to deliver an additional class will bring with it an opportunity for the 
SLT to recruit a broader level of expertise and specialisms within its staff which can be used 
to enhance the teaching and learning delivered at the school.

The impact of increased traffic is taken very seriously during planning processes and a joint 
effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues. Guarantees cannot be 
made to improve upon existing situations,  but  consultation is undertaken with Highways 
advisers in order to develop measures which will  help to mitigate some of the additional 
impact.

As part of the expansion works a car park is being built for staff and therefore staff at the 
school would no longer need to park on the streets.
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parked vehicles in the street. It is not unreasonable for 
staff to have a designated car park within the school grounds.
These are my only thoughts on your proposal. I live some 
distance from the school and have no longer have children at 
this school. You will understand I have no personal gripe just 
that I can foresee future problems.

Respondent 13
I have grave concerns with this idea, for a variety of reasons:
1. The site may seem big enough for building more classes 
but what impact would this have on the playground? The 
children already have no play equipment to play with - what 
would another class of children per year do to the playground 
dynamics?
2. Are the kitchens or dinner/assembly halls going to be 
expanded to deal with the extra volume of mouths to feed? 
The children are expected to eat in "silence" how does 
anybody expect to keep 120 per year children silent during the 
course of a 45 minute lunch break?
3. The noise levels of the existing expansion have been rather 
high, just building a car park (and something else that I'm not 
sure off at the back of the lower school) - I assume more 
classes will have to be built - can it be assured that this if this 
construction goes ahead, it will not occur during school hours 
so as not to disturb the children's curriculum?
4. While I'm sure the children's class based education will not 
suffer as long as the quantity and quality of teaching staff is 
upheld - I worry about their social education. Going from small 
local play schools to such a large infant environment would, 
I'm sure be intimidating to the majority of small children. 
5.It is already often dangerous walking my child to school due 
to already high volumes of parents who drive to school. Farm 
Road in particular is not a road I would want to cross, with 
people parking across driveways, on the corners and just 
stopping in the middle of the road to let their child out of their 
car. Briscoe Road and Allen Road have no speed restrictions, 
not enough or no school warning signs and no crossing aids, 

A Parent

Parsonage Farm Primary has the site  capacity  to be expanded to a 4FE school.  If  the 
expansion is agreed we will in fact increase the amount of play space available – a third 
playground will be built and we will be upgrading the existing outdoor play space as well in 
order to support the outdoor curriculum.

The design is still at feasibility stage and other areas may still be considered as part of the  
physical expansion proposal.

The Local Authority is experienced in managing the delivery of projects on schools sites, 
working closely with the schools to minimise disruption for the children and staff; planning 
the stages of delivery carefully, and using school holidays where possible to carry out works 
that may otherwise cause disruption.

There are much larger schools nationally that have managed to maintain standards without 
any negative impact on pupils at the school.

The impact of increased traffic is taken very seriously during planning processes and a joint 
effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues. Guarantees cannot be 
made to improve upon existing situations,  but  consultation is undertaken with Highways 
advisers in order to develop measures which will  help to mitigate some of the additional 
impact.

There are separate strands to the consultation process, and this one deals with the principle 
of expanding the school premises and age range. There will also be further consultation as  
part of the planning permission application process for residents.

In future years additional secondary school places will need to be created to meet demand 
for the increased year 6 cohort.
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such as lolly pop assistants. Briscoe Road also has to contend 
with being on a bus route, which adds another danger to the 
crossroads when driving parents have parked in the way. Cars 
are often already parked near to the top of each of those 
roads in the mornings and afternoons, what would they be like 
if the expansion went ahead? I can't imagine the demand for 
spaces for Parsonage Farm has come from residents in the 
surrounding area so assume more people will be driving from 
surrounding areas
6.Do local residents who do not have school age children 
even know? Have they had letters informing them because I 
do not believe that a notice the size of an A4 piece of paper 
on the school gates will reach every resident? Neither do I 
believe that a notice in the Romford Recorder will reach every 
one of them - we live in Rainham, not Romford. 
If Parsonage Farm school increases to 800 odd children, 
where are they to go to when it is time to move to secondary 
school? Our local senior school currently only has space for 
approximately 900 children plus a waiting list. Its feeder 
schools include schools out if Rainham, but in the future 
Parsonage Farm would be able to fill it on its own!
Other towns, like Upminster and Hornchurch have a number 
of senior schools within a much easier reach (in my opinion).
I think it is important to consider this when making the 
decision too.

Respondent 14
My objections are based on the following:
1. Presently the school is in the process of changing into a 3 
form entry.  This should be completed first (followed through 
to  year  6)  and the impact  of  such be analysed before any 
further expansion.
2. There is no parking or drop off area at the school making it 
dangerous for the children crossing Farm Road, Briscoe Road 
and Allen Road. People continually pull-up on the yellow lines 
putting children at risk. 
Parking  is  on  pavements,  creating  an  unsafe  situation  for 

Local 
Resident

Parsonage Farm was a 3FE school but did not operate as a 3FE school due to declining 
rolls in previous years. However there is a need for additional primary places in the area 
now and the school started operating again as a 3FE since September 2012.

The impact of increased traffic is taken very seriously during planning processes and a joint 
effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues. Guarantees cannot be 
made to improve upon existing situations,  but  consultation is undertaken with Highways 
advisers in order to develop measures which will  help to mitigate some of the additional 
impact.
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children  walking  and  will  only  worsen  as  pavements  are 
already full at school run times.
At the junction of Briscoe Road with Farm Road there is the 
added traffic flow of buses. It has been known for vehicles, 
including bin lorries to mount pavements in a bid to get past 
parked cars putting pedestrians at risk or for vehicles to block 
the road so that  people have to take chances crossing the 
road.  Any increase in traffic will  only put children at further 
risk. There is currently a need for a safe access to the school/ 
traffic  management  review  and  this  will  only  be  of  greater 
need as pupils numbers increase.
3. Residents are unable to use their driveways as people park 
across  them. Again  a  situation which  will  only  worsen  with 
increased numbers.
4. There is not a need for extra places in this area.  Many of 
the  children  already  come  from  far  enough  that  a  car  is 
necessary to get them to school.
5. Further investment is required at Parsonage Farm Primary 
for  the  children  that  are  already  there:  working  computers, 
books, blinds in classrooms and hall space are required, so 
the  present  children  can  complete  their  education.   More 
pupils will only stretch the limited facilities.

Respondent 15
Please accept this email as notification of my objection to the 
proposed alteration to Parsonage Farm Primary School.  As a 
local resident  I  feel that the proposed plans to increase the 
intake for this school would be detrimental to both the children 
already at the school and the surrounding area.  

Respondent 16
I have received through the letter box a note to say that I need 
to put into writing my objection to the changes to the number 
of class's you are proposing to increase within the school to 
enable children from outside the local area.  I do object as this 
going to  make children  from the  local  area  have  problems 
getting into their own local school and places will be given to 

Local 
Resident

Local 
Resident

Parsonage Farm is  a good school  that  is  popular  with  pupils  and parents,  and we are 
confident that the strong leadership at the school will ensure that the school continues to be 
successful, popular and the focal point for the community.
The school is confident that the benefits from having a larger school will enable them to 
provide an excellent education for all the pupils that attend the school.

The extra school places are created for local children as  we have planned to ensure that 
any extra places created are close to the area where there is identified additional need. Our 
aim is to ensure that there are enough places to allow children to attend a local school if  
they chose to do so. We are required to follow school admissions rules as set out in The 
Admissions Code 2010 in allocating places within any school.
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children from elsewhere.

Respondents 17
I am writing in opposition to the extension of Parsonage Farm 
Primary School from 486 to 840 pupils.
There  has  been  very  little  housing development  in  the 
area so surely  there  is  not  this  many  children  waiting  for 
spaces in this area of Rainham, which makes it necessary to 
expand to this extent.
If these double occupancy places are for children outside of 
walking  distance  of  the  school  it  will  cause  the  already 
horrendous parking problems to become unbearable and also 
the safety of the children would be compromised.
This  school  has  always  had  a  good  record  and  special 
community feel about it, providing a good background for the 
children that attend. In my experience as a mother of children 
that attended this school children of primary school age thrive 
in smaller schools.

Respondents 18
I would like to register my strongest objection to the proposed 
school expansion proposal at Parsonage Farm Primary 
School to allow an increase in capacity from 486 pupils to 840 
pupils. The current levels of traffic, road congestion and 
parking are already a major issue for residents and create 
significant chaos around the local roads at drop off and pick 
up times.  The school does not allow parents to use their car 
park or provide facilities for parking outside the school - to try 
and ensure the safety of pupils - leading to significant and 
unacceptable levels of poor and illegally parked cars 
throughout surroundings roads including Allen Road, Briscoe 
Road and Thorn Lane. It seems the primary concern and 
monitoring in relation to pupil safety travelling to and from 
school is done directly outside of the school despite these 
parking issues creating danger along all of the roads that 
converge on the school. There will also be a significant 
increase in noise pollution - where currently, on any given 

Local 
Residents

Local 
Resident

We are projecting a deficit of primary school places in Rainham and Wennington and South 
Hornchurch wards. To meet demand over the next five years additional places need to be 
created.

Parsonage Farm is a good school that is popular with pupils and parents, and we are 
confident that the strong leadership at the school will ensure that the school continues to be 
successful, popular and the focal point for the community

The impact of increased traffic is taken very seriously during planning processes and a joint 
effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues. Guarantees cannot be 
made to improve upon existing situations,  but  consultation is undertaken with Highways 
advisers in order to develop measures which will  help to mitigate some of the additional 
impact.

The Local Authority is experienced in managing the delivery of projects on schools sites, 
working closely with the schools to minimise disruption for the children and staff; planning 
the stages of delivery carefully, and using school holidays where possible to carry out works 
that may otherwise cause disruption.

A combination of a sharp rise in the birth rate, migration and increased housing, has created 
the need to provide additional primary school places in Havering and across almost all of 
London.  In order to meet its statutory duty to provide each child with a school place, the 
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school day, during break and lunch periods the noise of the 
children in the playground can be heard a long way off. It 
appears that concerns and objections  during the original 
consultation raised have been ignored, despite a majority 75% 
of respondents being against the proposal
I  understand  that  the  schools  currently  being  consulted  on 
were  chosen  on  the  basis  of  a number  of  requirements 
including proximity to the area of need, demand for places at 
the  school,  site suitability  and  performance.  Perhaps  you 
could share the outcome of these assessments to support the 
proposal - outlining exactly what the forecast levels of demand 
are, how much of this demand emanates from the local area 
(as there are not  a significant  number of  new dwellings for 
families  that  have  been  created  in  the  area)  and  why 
Parsonage Farm was decided over and above other Primary 
Schools in Rainham - including Brady and Rainham Village 
(both  of  whom  have  lower  admissions  currently).  These 
proposed  changes  would  increase  Parsonage  Farm  to  an 
admission of 120 pupils -  with only one other school in the 
borough currently  at  that  level).  I  note  that  the proposal  to 
expand Upminster Infant and Junior schools to an admission 
of 120 pupils will not proceed in light of the trust's unanimous 
decision against the proposals
Resident's  expectation  is  that  this  proposal  is  being 
considered to accommodate additional primary school places 
from outside the borough or as a result of plans to close one 
of the existing smaller schools in the area? Can you please 
confirm whether or not this is the case? I assume that if there 
is  a  need  to  accommodate  children  from  other  London 
Borough's  -  this  could  be  accommodated  in  any  other 
Havering Primary as these new pupils would most likely be 
driven to and from school. 
Given the estimated requirement for 4 extra Form of Entry 
(FE) in the Rainham, South Hornchurch and Elm Park area in 
coming years - the proposals at Suttons, Scotts, RJ Mitchell, 
Benhurst and Newtons would cover these requirements. 
However - does it not make more sense for a new school to 

Council decided that a number of primary schools within the borough should be expanded to 
meet the rising demand for primary school places.

Under the Education and Inspections Act 2006, Section 7, a local authority may publish a 
notice under the section inviting proposals for the establishment of certain types of new 
schools. However, Havering is currently considering the expansion of existing schools. This 
is because identified local need in Havering is spread across a wide geographical location 
and a single school in one location could not effectively address the demand that has been 
identified. There are strong educational benefits in building on the success of one or more of 
our popular and high performing schools where there is an established and strong Senior  
Leadership Team.
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be established which could accommodate these additional 4 
FE requirements within the Rainham area? I assume the 
above are to accommodate additional places needed in 
Upminster and Hornchurch - especially in light of the decision 
not to proceed with expansion plans at Upminster Infant and 
Junior schools.
These proposals are the wrong choice for local residents, 
pupils at these schools and the borough as a whole.

Respondents 19
With reference to the above proposed school expansion we 
wish to lodge our comments with you regarding this project. 
Due  to  the  huge  increase  in  our  population  most  of  our 
schools  need  to  be  enlarged  along  with  our  hospitals.  In 
essence  the  school  expansion  is  required  and  but  any 
increased capacity to this school or any other in the borough 
MUST and should take in to consideration the affects it will 
have on the local residents and their rights of way. 
 Too many times we have witnessed and heard from people 
living  in  Farm  Road  that  the  parents  who  are  taking  their 
children  to  school  by  car  are  completely  indifferent  to  the 
peoples rights living in the near vicinity of the school, (Farm 
Road and  adjacent  streets).  They are  always  parking  over 
residents driveways and are openly hostile and abusive when 
asked to move, very often or not  foul  language is  used by 
them in front of the children. You also have the problem of the 
buses being unable to turn from Thorn Lane into Briscoe Road 
because vehicles are obstructing the street corners. Resulting 
in not only the buses but all other traffic being unable to move 
until  the  driver  of  the  vehicle  moves  on.  In  the  morning 
everybody is trying to get somewhere but it would seem that 
the majority  on the school  run take priority  over  everything 
else.  
We object most strongly to this project if  NO OFF STREET 
parking for parents at this site has NOT been allowed for.
The  planners  in  Havering  must  take  the  parking  problem 
where schools are concerned into consideration.

Local 
residents

Planning permission will be required for subsequent building work which would mean that 
there would be a separate consultation locally through the town planning system on the 
details  of  any  proposed  enlargement  scheme.  Any  specific  town  planning  matters 
associated  with  a  school  site  would  need  to  be  addressed  as  part  of  the  planning 
application, including highways and parking issues.

The impact of increased traffic is taken very seriously during planning processes and a joint 
effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues. 
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 Respondents 20
We would like to take this opportunity to object to the 
proposed expansion of Parsonage Farm Primary School.  Our 
main concern would be the safety of children due to increased 
congestion on the roads serving the school.  We live in Roding 
Way, which is a side road directly off of Briscoe Road.  At the 
beginning and end of school there is a significant increase in 
the number of vehicles parked in Briscoe Road causing not 
only  major  congestion  but  alarming  examples  of  very  poor 
safety  awareness.   An  increase  to  the  number  of  pupils, 
particularly the very young ones, will  only give rise to more 
concern over their safety.
It goes without saying that parking would also be an issue and 
noise levels during the course of the day but, ultimately, it is 
the safety of the children.
 
Respondent 21
I  am writing to object to the proposal to expand Parsonage 
Primary School by one form entry.
 I think it would have a detrimental effect on the school and 
the quality of the pupils experience there.  I think the size of 
the school is currently sufficient for the local residents, and by 
expanding the school, you are inviting pupils from outside of 
the  immediate  catchment  area.  One  of  the  qualities  that 
attracted me to the school was the familiarity between pupils 
and teachers - and that would be lost.
 
Respondent 22
I would like to register my concern with regards to the above 
expansion of Parsonage Farm Primary School; The school 
has only just recently gone from a 2 form to a 3 form entry with 
currently only years reception and year one with a 90 pupil 
intake.  This has not yet been proved to work with regards to 
parking / school hall/ school meals etc.  Even with the plans 
for the car park going ahead this is not going to take any 
parent cars off of the road in fact more and more people are 
driving to school with increased numbers being allowed in the 

Local 
residents

Resident

Parent

The impact of increased traffic is taken very seriously during planning processes and a joint 
effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues. Guarantees cannot be 
made to improve upon existing situations,  but  consultation is undertaken with Highways 
advisers in order to develop measures which will  help to mitigate some of the additional 
impact

The extra school places are created for local children as  we have planned to ensure that 
any extra places created are close to the area where there is identified additional need. Our 
aim is to ensure that there are enough places to allow children to attend a local school if  
they chose to do so. We are required to follow school admissions rules as set out in The 
Admissions Code 2010 in allocating places within any school.
Parsonage Farm is  a good school  that  is  popular  with  pupils  and parents,  and we are 
confident that the strong leadership at the school will ensure that the school continues to be 
successful, popular and the focal point for the community.

Parsonage Farm was a 3FE school but as the numbers were quite low in previous years the 
school rolls declined and the school had fewer pupils on roll. The school had three mobile 
classrooms on site and these were taken off as they were no longer needed. The pupil 
numbers in the area started to increase in September 2012 and the school started taking 90 
pupils  since.  The cohort  size  will  increase  on  a  yearly  basis  and  the  school  is  having 
permanent classrooms being built to replace the mobile class. If the expansion to 4 FE is 
agreed then the school will take 120 in Reception in Sept 2015 and again the cohort size will  
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school.  I feel there is increased danger to all children as 
many parents as they cannot park are deciding to just drive 
past and just about stop to let their children out.  I have 
witnessed incidents where the children just run and do not 
look to cross.   By the same token I am a walker and there 
have been times where drivers just pull up on the pavement 
regardless, without care to pedestrians . I understand that this 
is not  just an expansion problem but it is happening more and 
more with increased numbers.  The
Crossroads where Allan Road and Farm Road meet is 
especially dangerous as cars actually park on the corner so 
you cannot see to cross the roads.  I have children that can 
walk to school on their own and this concerns me.  There was 
quite a serious accident here a few weeks ago.  There are no 
Lolipop ladies at all across Upminster Road North and the 
lights at Chandlers Corner are VERY dangerous.
- I do not believe that I have seen any plans to increase Hall / 
Dining etc and in this regard   will the school  cope with the 
demand for school dinners  as they are becoming free for  R1/ 
and Year 1.   How will after school clubs (which we pay for all 
clubs)  be catered for if hall etc not being increased .   We 
already have a first come first served club process with people 
queuing way before school opening times to secure a place. 
How many more numbers can the school cope with.  
-I have already 2 children at Parsonage and possibly a 3rd 
due to start full time education in 2015 I feel that the same 
opportunities will not be available as the numbers are so high, 
for example sporting events.  I know we keep hearing that 
extra funding will be made available etc but will this funding 
ever be seen by an average child or is it going towards the 
children that need extra help ie with special needs/   English 
language/  or children that excel.  Our children will just 
become a number,.
Why have Havering spent so much money on improving 
Rainham Village/ Building Elm Park Primary (and closing a 
school)  yet have not increased the numbers, surely there was 
awareness that the birth rate was rising in the next few years. 

increase on a yearly basis rather than becoming a 840 place school on the 1 Sept 2015. 

The impact of increased traffic is taken very seriously during planning processes and a joint 
effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues. Guarantees cannot be 
made to improve upon existing situations,  but  consultation is undertaken with Highways 
advisers in order to develop measures which will  help to mitigate some of the additional 
impact

Parsonage Farm is a good school and has the capacity to manage an increase in pupil  
numbers. The most important aspect of any school is the quality of teaching and there are 
already high quality teachers in the schools. 
A larger school will give more possibilities to retain high quality teaching staff and provide a 
more  diverse  curriculum through the  use  of  additional  resources  and  funding.  A  larger 
school can also provide more flexibility for personalised learning.
School leaders believe it is very important to retain their individual ethos for the school and 
will ensure this is a priority

There is site capacity for the school to be expanded to a 4FE school. If the expansion is 
agreed we will in fact increase the amount of play space available – a third playground will  
be built and we will be upgrading the existing outdoor play space as well in order to support 
the outdoor curriculum.
The design is still at feasibility stage and other areas may still be considered as part of the  
physical expansion proposal.

A combination of a sharp rise in the birth rate, migration and increased housing, has created 
the need to provide additional primary school places in Havering and across almost all of 
London.  In order to meet its statutory duty to provide each child with a school place, the 
Council decided that a number of primary schools within the borough should be expanded to 
meet the rising demand for primary school places.
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I don't believe we have been given a fair chance to voice our 
opinion with all the correct information.  We have finally been 
given a meeting to be made aware of the facts on Thursday 
24th April.   This is too late.

Respondent 23
I am writing to register my Objection to the planned expansion 
to Parsonage Farm School.
There are various reasons to my objection;  Firstly  I  do not 
understand the need to double the intake has there has not 
been a large  number of  new homes built  in  the local  area 
which therefore suggest it will be for children from  out of the 
local community which I feel is one of the advantages of this 
school. Secondly as I am a resident near the school, I feel this 
will  increase the traffic,  parking,  which outside my house is 
very congested not only during the dropping off and collecting 
the children, but also there is a large number of cars parked 
along the local roads due to Teachers,, Teachers Assistants 
and other staff members who have to park along the bus route 
which causes chaos. Also where people do not seem to care 
where  they  park,  across  peoples  drives,  on  corners  even 
though  there  are  yellow  lines,  parents  mounting  the 
pavements with no regard for the safety of others. Thirdly I 
visit the school on a regular basis and I cannot see how the 
school will be able to offer the children the facilities they enjoy 
now if the intake is doubled. The playing areas will not double 
the school halls will  not double. An example of this is that I 
have  always  been  able  to   attend  my  Grandchildren's 
Concerts, Plays etc but now because of the increase in the 
Reception Year intake because there was not enough room I 
was not able to attend which I Find very disappointing.

Respondent 24
I  am writing  to  express  my upmost  concern  for  the  above 
building works.  I  have lived in Rainham around the area of 
Parsonage  Farm  for  the  past  39  years  and  I  know  how 
congested this area becomes at start and finish times of the 

Resident

Local 
resident

The extra school places are created for local children as  we have planned to ensure that 
any extra places created are close to the area where there is identified additional need. Our 
aim is to ensure that there are enough places to allow children to attend a local school if  
they chose to do so. We are required to follow school admissions rules as set out in The 
Admissions Code 2010 in allocating places within any school. 

The impact of increased traffic is taken very seriously during planning processes and a joint 
effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues. Guarantees cannot be 
made to improve upon existing situations,  but  consultation is undertaken with Highways 
advisers in order to develop measures which will  help to mitigate some of the additional 
impact

There is site capacity for the school to be expanded to a 4FE school. If the expansion is 
agreed we will in fact increase the amount of play space available – a third playground will  
be built and we will be upgrading the existing outdoor play space as well in order to support 
the outdoor curriculum.
The design is still at feasibility stage and other areas may still be considered as part of the  
physical expansion proposal.

The impact of increased traffic is taken very seriously during planning processes and a joint 
effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues. Guarantees cannot be 
made to improve upon existing situations,  but  consultation is undertaken with Highways 
advisers in order to develop measures which will  help to mitigate some of the additional 
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school. It is utter madness to expand this school as parking 
and  traffic  in  the  area  is  an  absolute  nightmare  especially 
when delivery lorries or the refuse collectors are in the area. 
Is this an idea the council authorities have come up with to get 
more revenue from parking fines as it will be impossible for all 
the parents who are going to be travelling into this area from 
far afield to park near the school.
 Please see sense and abandon this idea before a child gets 
killed by a car or lorry. If a new school is needed then build it  
close  to  wherever  these  new  children  are  coming  from 
because there have only been a few new houses built in the 
area recently.

Respondent 25
I would like to object to the Parsonage school being enlarged, 
as the congestion around the school is already at a maximum. 
Sometimes people cannot leave their  own drives,  at  school 
start and end times

Respondent 26
I am writing as a resident living close by and a grandparent 
with  4  grandchildren  attending  the  school  regarding 
the unacceptable increase. There is absolutely no reason to 
increase  the  size  of  the  school,  as  it  was  increased  in 
September 2012 from 2 forms to 3 forms of entry, which saw 
an  influx  of  pupils  from  outside  the  area. The  amount 
of parents parking to drop children off at school causes havoc 
in the area, again I would suggest mainly pupils from outside 
the  area.  The  case  for  increasing  the  size  does not  make 
sense as there no room for more houses in the area making 
no more pupils to attend the school, therefore the increased 
school  size  programme should  be  looked  at  elsewhere for 
example:- Rainham village school, which has a large area 
of  land  directly  behind  it  which  doesn't  get  used  and with 
access made from the A1306 would not cause any disruption 
to the village. This would be the perfect situation. Please think 
about  this  as  you  clearly  haven't  given  any  thought  to  the 

Local 
resident

Local 
resident

impact
Planning permission will be required for subsequent building work which would mean that 
there would be a separate consultation locally through the town planning system on the 
details  of  any  proposed  enlargement  scheme.  Any  specific  town  planning  matters 
associated  with  a  school  site  would  need  to  be  addressed  as  part  of  the  planning 
application, including highways and parking issues.
The extra school places are created for local children as  we have planned to ensure that 
any extra places created are close to the area where there is identified additional need. Our 
aim is to ensure that there are enough places to allow children to attend a local school if  
they chose to do so. We are required to follow school admissions rules as set out in The 
Admissions Code 2010 in allocating places within any school.

The impact of increased traffic is taken very seriously during planning processes and a joint 
effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues. Guarantees cannot be 
made to improve upon existing situations,  but  consultation is undertaken with Highways 
advisers in order to develop measures which will  help to mitigate some of the additional 
impact

Parsonage Farm was a 3FE school but did not operate as a 3FE school due to declining 
rolls in previous years. However there is a need for additional primary places in the area 
now and the school started operating again as a 3FE since September 2012.
A combination of a sharp rise in the birth rate, migration and increased housing, has created 
the need to provide additional primary school places in Havering and across almost all of 
London.  In order to meet its statutory duty to provide each child with a school place, the 
Council decided that a number of primary schools within the borough should be expanded to 
meet the rising demand for primary school places.  There is site capacity for the school to be 
expanded to a 4FE school
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children

Respondent 27
We oppose the Enlargement of the above school; the school 
being a small school set in a compact area (surrounded by 
houses) and is at present of sufficient capacity to satisfy the 
requirements of the local population.
Should the proposed enlargement proceed, and being that the 
new pupils  would  have to travel  in to the school, the traffic 
around the school  and the surrounding roads at  the school 
starting and finishing times(already bad enough) would be in-
tolerable.
We therefore object to the enlargement of the school, as we 
feel that the school (as we stated already being of sufficient 
capacity  for local  requirements)  does  not  require  these 
changes.
Respondent 28
I am sending this in relation to the statutory notice given on 28 
March 2014 regarding the expansion of Parsonage Farm 
Primary School as a parent to 2 children at the school.
I feel that the school grounds are not big enough as it is, 
having now gone into a 3 form entry let alone for the amount 
of children it will have converting to a 4 form entry.  The lower 
school playground is simply not big enough to accommodate 
all the extra children - my son is in reception and has already 
been knocked over twice by a year 2 pupil during lunch break 
so this would only get worse.
When my older child was in lower school and did their 
Christmas concerts or any other concerts they were allowed 4 
people to come and see their plays, this has now changed to 
2 people for my younger son as we have been told that they 
cannot accommodate any more parents/careers due to there 
being more pupils in reception/year 1.   This is not fair on the 
children. 
What happens when they are getting picked to represent the 
school in sporting events - they would have to compete 
against many more pupils than they do at the moment which 

Local 
Residents

Parent

A combination of a sharp rise in the birth rate, migration and increased housing, has created 
the need to provide additional primary school places in Havering and across almost all of 
London.  In order to meet its statutory duty to provide each child with a school place, the 
Council decided that a number of primary schools within the borough should be expanded to 
meet the rising demand for primary school places.
The impact of increased traffic is taken very seriously during planning processes and a joint 
effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues. Guarantees cannot be 
made to improve upon existing situations,  but  consultation is undertaken with Highways 
advisers in order to develop measures which will  help to mitigate some of the additional 
impact

Parsonage Farm was a 3FE school but as the numbers were quite low in previous years the 
school rolls declined and the school had less pupils on roll. The school had three mobile 
classrooms on site and these were taken off as they were no longer needed. The pupil 
numbers in the area started to increase in September 2012 and the school started taking 90 
pupils  since.  The cohort  size  will  increase  on  a  yearly  basis  and  the  school  is  having 
permanent classrooms being built to replace the mobile class. If the expansion to 4 FE is 
agreed then the school will take 120 in Reception in Sept 2015 and again the cohort size will  
increase on a yearly basis rather than becoming a 840 place school on the 1 Sept 2015. 

There is site capacity for the school to be expanded to a 4FE school. If the expansion is 
agreed we will in fact increase the amount of play space available – a third playground will  
be built and we will be upgrading the existing outdoor play space as well in order to support 
the outdoor curriculum.
The design is still at feasibility stage and other areas may still be considered as part of the  
physical expansion proposal.
 We regularly monitor relevant information such as: 

• birth rates 
• pupil numbers in schools
• the transfer rate from birth to reception year 
• pupil movement in and out of school areas
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is hard on younger children.
What happens when lower school do their sports day - I do 
not see how the field they use could accommodate the extra 
pupils they just about fit in now especially now some of it has 
been taken up by the new car park.
There has been no mention of extra hall space being built - 
how will they fit in all the extra children?  They currently have 
whole school assemblies, I am assuming these will be no 
longer which is such a shame.
I feel that the pupils would get less time invested in them.
What happens when they go swimming lessons in years 4 and 
5 they only get 5 weeks out of the year now (and that is a 2 
form entry) - how would this work?
My niece who is year 2 at the moment has to do some of her 
PE lessons in her class, as the hall is being used for Read 
Write Inc - how can this be acceptable? And how would this 
ever improve?
Why if there is such a shortage of schools in the borough did 
they knock 2 schools down in Elm Park and replace with just 
one for example!!  Wouldn't it have been advisable to make 
this school bigger when they built it?
Why when they did improvements to Rainham Village Primary 
School did they not make that bigger?
I went through the schools in Havering and by making 
Parsonage into a 4 form entry this will make it the biggest 
school - the only other school with around the same sort of 
numbers is Parklands which although slightly higher is not just 
a "primary school" it is an "infants" and "juniors".  Where are 
the houses being built that need to accommodate for all these 
extra children?  I don't believe they will be within walking 
distance!! Because if it is the Rainham area then why not 
Rainham Village - approx. 427 pupils, Brady - approx. 212 
pupils, Scargill - approx. 513 pupils, Whybridge - approx. 410 
pupils, Newtons - 326 pupils (I know this is on the list to be 
expanded from a 1.5 form to a 2 form and they are 100% for 
this expansion - why not make this a 3 form entry?!?!?!)  
There are plenty of schools in Havering that could be made 

• pupil movement in and out of the Borough
• planning developments, such as for new houses

We use  this  information to  calculate  future  pupil  numbers and therefore  the  number of 
school places that will  be needed. If there are changes to the information, we adjust our 
projections accordingly. In practice our projections over a five-year period are accurate to 
within a few percent so we can be confident about future need. The further into the future we 
try to project however, the less certain we can be.

When deciding which schools are suitable for expansion, the council  considered schools 
which match the following criteria:

• They can be expanded as they have site capacity
• They are located accessibly to where there is increased pressure on places
• They  are  sufficiently  educationally  secure  and  resilient  to  have  the  capacity  to 

manage a significant increase in size without adverse impacts on standards
• There is a clear aspiration on the part of the school to manage the expansion
• The expansion should provide value for money

The school being expanded to 4 FE will meet the required national space Standards. How 
classes are organised (and therefore their size) is a matter for the Governing Body and 
Headteacher, but a larger school does not automatically mean larger classes. Government 
legislation on Key Stage 1 class sizes limits the number of infant children in a class to 30  
pupils per teacher.

As well as specialist advice at the planning stages, the schools receive support to develop 
their school travel plans. This involves encouraging pupils and parents to use alternative 
methods of transport to school. The responsibility of families transporting their children to 
school cannot be ignored and work needs to concentrate on behavioural change which may 
take a longer time to implement. Such measures can include encouraging the use of park 
and stride schemes,  opening new pedestrian access ways  around the school  sites and 
incentive schemes for pupils.
The impact of increased traffic is something which is taken very seriously during planning 
processes and a joint effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues.  
Guarantees cannot be made to improve upon existing situations, but consultation will  be 
undertaken with the Highways Team and an external adviser in order to develop measures 
which will help to mitigate some of the additional impact.
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bigger looking at the number of pupils they have.
The only other school that they wanted to make into a 4 form 
entry - Upminster, is now not going ahead.  Perhaps you 
should take the same attitude with Parsonage Farm Road at 
the moment is a joke and I am surprised there hasn't been a 
serious injury the way people park down there etc. There is 
uncontrolled parking, people parking across drives, people 
mounting the curbs (this is down other roads as well). This is 
sometimes even dangerous for adults to cross roads let alone 
children.  This would only get worse!  The parking and traffic 
on other roads around the school - Allen Road, Briscoe Road, 
King Edward Road, Thorn Lane, Parsonage Road - is getting 
worse as it is and this has noticeably got worse since going to 
a 3 form entry school so again this would only get worse!  You 
want to make Parsonage bigger but it has the worst safety 
measures outside of the school on the roads - it is the only 
primary school (out of Parsonage, Rainham Village and 
Brady) that does not have speed humps around it, a zebra 
crossing (even Chafford School has these), and a lollipop 
lady!  All of this is a major concern, the roads around the 
school I feel will not be able to cope as I say the majority of 
children I feel will not be local and will be driven to school.   
Emergency services would be slowed down as they would be 
unable to manoeuvre through the roads at busy periods.
If expanding Parsonage Farm does this mean that the 
catchment area would expand?  How many miles out would 
be classed as "local"? The class of people that attend the 
school since going to a 3 form entry 2 years ago has gone 
downhill, you now get all sorts up there - mums turning up to 
take their kids to school in the PJ's, mums swearing on the 
school grounds - what sort of example does this set!!!  Non-
English speaking people letting the children wee in a bottle on 
the school path - disgusting!!! 
They say it is for the local area, but I know people who go to 
Parsonage who live in Romford, Purfleet and Aveley for 
example - the latter 2 are not even Havering Borough - how 
does this happen?  What happens when we get more ethnic 

A larger school will give more possibilities to retain high quality teaching staff and provide a 
more  diverse  curriculum through the  use  of  additional  resources  and  funding.  A  larger 
school can also provide more flexibility for personalised learning.
School leaders believe it is very important to retain their individual ethos for the school and 
will ensure this is a priority
Schools with strong senior leadership teams (SLT) have been chosen because the local 
authority has confidence that the staff and Governors will make every effort to ensure that 
the ethos of the school doesn’t change and that new staff are carefully recruited to ensure 
that the school’s friendly approach continues. Further, the wider range of staff as a result of 
additional appointments to deliver an additional class will bring with it an opportunity for the 
SLT to recruit a broader level of expertise and specialisms within its staff which can be used 
to enhance the teaching and learning delivered at the school.

In future years additional secondary school places will need to be created to meet demand 
for the increased year 6 cohort

Parsonage Farm is a good school and has the capacity to manage an increase in pupil 
numbers. The most important aspect of any school is the quality of teaching and there are 
already high quality teachers in the schools. 

The school is popular with pupils and parents, and we are confident that the strong 
leadership at the school will ensure that it continues to be successful, popular and the focal 
point for the community
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minority children whose first language is not English, does that 
mean more time will be spent on them which in turn takes 
away our children learning!!!
I believe they are currently without use of a library whilst 
works are on going, for some children this is their only access 
to a library, and I feel taking this basic school facility away is 
detrimental to encouraging children to read and use libraries 
in their future.  My youngest in reception child in reception is 
having his education disrupted on a daily basis by noisy and 
distracting machinery working meters from her classroom 
during school hours, and effectively they are playing next to a 
building site at break times, which surly isn't good for their 
health, due to amount of dust that is being created. 
My children currently attending the school will have their 
education disrupted at crucial periods. In the process of works 
more school facilities will be lost (short term) providing 8 new 
classrooms will not solve the issues of facilitating the 
proposed increase during lunch time or assembly times. 
On another note I also have concerns about the social 
development of children attending a school of this size. The 
transition between nursery - reception is already a big change 
in their life. Putting 4/5 year old children into a school of this 
size may be overwhelming and upsetting and take a longer 
period to adjust to school life. When Parsonage was a 3 form 
entry years ago it got put on special measures - how can you 
be certain this will not happen again if made into an even 
bigger school.  Mrs Beaton is not going to be at the school for 
eternity - so as for her being able to cope with a large school, 
are you sure the next Head would be able to?
Parsonage Farm Primary School is stated as a community 
school, The school is rapidly loosing its community spirit and 
will no longer serves as a community school if these 
expansion plans are agreed. 
WE DON'T WANT IT
Respondent 29
I strongly object to the expansion of parsonage farm primary 
school due to the reasons listed below. I write this as a parent 

Parent
The impact of increased traffic is taken very seriously during planning processes and a joint 
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of a parsonage farm pupil and also as a resident. I live at17 
farm road so the school is next door to me and therefore the 
expansion will have a major impact.
1, parking will be an issue as more parents will be travelling by 
car to take their children to school as the catchment will be 
widened
2. Pollution will increase
3. Safety issues at school run times with so many more cars, 
patents and pupils
4. Noise levels will increase 
5, school playground will become unsafe with so many more 
children
6, less opportunity for pupils in each year i.e. school prefect, 
school sports teams
7, more children outside local catchment area
8, teachers will have less time to concentrate on current pupil 
needs with so many more children from different areas. 
9, building and maintenance work will majorly effect living 
conditions of local residence ie noise, pollution, disruption

Respondent 30
I would like to object to Parsonage Farm School expansion in 
September 2014. I chose this school for my child because it 
was  a  strong  community  school  of  two  form per  year.  (60 
children)  since  then  it  has  already  expanded  once  to  (90 
children 3 forms) . This has impact on our kids! Many saying 
their lunchtime has been moved (delayed) to accommodate to 
increased  numbers.  The parking/  roads  are  very  busy  and 
getting  worse.  I  have  a  child  that  is  struggling  with  her 
education and have been told by the school they do not have 
the funds to  support  her  and also  have  many more  needy 
children to help, how this will improve with another 30 children 
per year. This school should not be EXPANDED!!!!!!!!! 

Parent

effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues. Guarantees cannot be 
made to improve upon existing situations,  but  consultation is undertaken with Highways 
advisers in order to develop measures which will  help to mitigate some of the additional 
impact
As part of the expansion works a car park is being built for staff and therefore staff at the 
school would no longer need to park on the streets
There is site capacity for the school to be expanded to a 4FE school. If the expansion is 
agreed we will in fact increase the amount of play space available – a third playground will  
be built and we will be upgrading the existing outdoor play space as well in order to support 
the outdoor curriculum.
The design is still at feasibility stage and other areas may still be considered as part of the  
physical expansion proposal.
The Local Authority is experienced in managing the delivery of projects on schools sites, 
working closely with the schools to minimise disruption for the children and staff; planning 
the stages of delivery carefully, and using school holidays where possible to carry out works 
that may otherwise cause disruption.

Parsonage Farm was built as a 3FE school but as the numbers were quite low in previous 
years the school rolls declined and the school had fewer pupils on roll. The school had three  
mobile classrooms on site and these were taken off as they were no longer needed. The 
pupil numbers in the area started to increase in September 2012 and the school started 
taking 90 pupils since. The cohort size will  increase on a yearly basis and the school is 
having permanent classrooms being built to replace the mobile class. If the expansion to 4 
FE is agreed then the school will take 120 in Reception in Sept 2015 and again the cohort 
size will increase on a yearly basis rather than becoming a 840 place school on the 1 Sept 
2015. 
Parsonage Farm is a good school and has the capacity to manage an increase in pupil  
numbers. The most important aspect of any school is the quality of teaching and there are 
already high quality teachers in the schools. 
Schools with strong senior leadership teams (SLT) have been chosen because the local 
authority has confidence that the staff and Governors will make every effort to ensure that 
the ethos of the school doesn’t change and that new staff are carefully recruited to ensure 
that the school’s friendly approach continues further  The wider range of staff as a result of  
additional appointments to deliver an additional class will bring with it an opportunity for the 
SLT to recruit a broader level of expertise and specialisms within its staff which can be used 
to enhance the teaching and learning delivered at the school.
The impact of increased traffic is taken very seriously during planning processes and a joint 
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Respondent 31
I  would  like  to  object  to  the  pupil  expansion  of  parsonage 
school I feel this would have a major impact on the current 
pupils at the school my girls dinner times have already been 
affected by the first expansion of 2 forms to 3 forms and also 
the teachers are stretched to the point that they can't give my 
daughter the focus I expect from a Havering school so I totally 
OBJECT to this decision to expand.
 
Respondent 32
 I am writing to formally object to the proposal to expand 
Parsonage Farm Primary school.   I am writing to formally 
object to the proposal to expand Parsonage Farm Primary 
school.    
Respondent 33
I am under no illusion an accept that by expanding the school 
the school will receive extra facilities and funding, but this still 
does not outweigh the factors against the building works.
I will have come September three children at Parsonage Farm 
School.  1 in year one and two in reception.   I found out 
recently that the children are currently without use of a library 
whilst works are ongoing, for the classrooms being built that 
have already been agreed too!  My children do not go to the 
local library this is their only access to a library, and I feel 
taking this basic school facility away is detrimental to 
encouraging my children to read and use libraries in their 
future. 
The dinner hall is crowded, assemblies are uncomfortable, as 
my daughter complains that there is not enough room. and 
they are becoming lost within the numbers.
I have recently been informed that lunch times will be 
staggered due to overcrowding and that children are being 
rushed in an out to finish their lunch.  I'm sure it is a proven 
fact that if a child is hungry it is harder for them to concentrate 
on their education.
The already increased numbers have made a significant and 
worrying increase in traffic and uncontrolled parking. I witness 

Parent

Resident

Parent

effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues. Guarantees cannot be 
made to improve upon existing situations,  but  consultation is undertaken with Highways 
advisers in order to develop measures which will  help to mitigate some of the additional 
impact

Parsonage Farm was built as a 3FE school but as the numbers were quite low in previous 
years the school rolls declined and the school had fewer pupils on roll. The school had three  
mobile classrooms on site and these were taken off as they were no longer needed. The 
pupil numbers in the area started to increase in September 2012 and the school started 
taking 90 pupils since. The cohort size will  increase on a yearly basis and the school is 
having permanent classrooms being built to replace the mobile class. If the expansion to 4 
FE is agreed then the school will take 120 in Reception in Sept 2015 and again the cohort 
size will increase on a yearly basis rather than becoming a 840 place school on the 1 Sept 
2015.  Parsonage Farm is a good school and has the capacity to manage an increase in 
pupil numbers. The most important aspect of any school is the quality of teaching and there 
are already high quality teachers in the schools

There is site capacity for the school to be expanded to a 4FE school. If the expansion is 
agreed we will in fact increase the amount of play space available – a third playground will  
be built and we will be upgrading the existing outdoor play space as well in order to support 
the outdoor curriculum.
The design is still at feasibility stage and other areas may still be considered as part of the  
physical expansion proposal.

The impact of increased traffic is taken very seriously during planning processes and a joint 
effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues. Guarantees cannot be 
made to improve upon existing situations,  but  consultation is undertaken with Highways 
advisers in order to develop measures which will  help to mitigate some of the additional 
impact
Children’s safety is our number one concern. We will  require the contractors to work to  
schedules that will avoid major deliveries and site removals to occur at school opening and 
closing times. That actual site will of course be boarded and kept very separate from the 
children during the expected weeks of construction.
During  each  stage  of  the  process,  a  number  of  meetings  will  take  place  between  the 
Schools,  the  Council  and  the  contractors  to  make  all  the  necessary  arrangements  to 
manage activity around the site and the school
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on a daily basis parents struggling to get their children to 
school as roads become gridlocked and parking is not 
available. It is becoming increasingly dangerous for us who 
walk their children to school,  as cars regularly mount the 
pavement to pass oncoming cars. There are no facilities to 
assist the children cross the road near the school. With the 
corners of Briscoe / Farm Road and Allen / Farm Road being 
a challenge for most adults to safely cross. 
Ultimately my major concern is the local Roads, they will not 
be able to safely cope with the increased traffic that will come 
with increased numbers. The roads cannot cope as it is. 
Emergency services would be slowed down as they would be 
unable to manoeuvre through the roads at busy periods. 
Residence is unable to access their own properties with their 
vehicles. There is inadequate public transport to support the 
numbers that will need to use them.
On another note I also have massive concerns about the 
social development of children attending a school of this size. 
The transition between nursery - reception is already a big 
change in their life. Putting 4/5 year old children into a school 
of this size may be overwhelming and upsetting and take a 
longer period to adjust to school life.  The small playground 
has already gone!!!  Due to the building of the new 
classrooms.     
Parsonage Farm Primary School is stated as a community 
school, The school is rapidly losing its community spirit and 
will no longer serves as a community school if these 
expansion plans are agreed.

Respondent 34
As a resident in the area I am writing to formally object to the 
proposal to expand Parsonage Farm Primary school.    

Respondent 35
I write to submit a formal objection to the proposed expansion 
of the above named school.
I currently have two children in the school, one in year three 

Local 
Resident

Parent

The school is confident that the benefits from having a larger school will  enable them to  
provide an excellent education for all the pupils that attend the school.

Parsonage Farm is  a good school  that  is  popular  with  pupils  and parents,  and we are 
confident that the strong leadership at the school will ensure that the school continues to be 
successful, popular and the focal point for the community.
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and one in reception. My son is already suffering with the 
expansion of the school to three forms as there is not enough 
room the in playground to accommodate the current pupils. 
He frequently arrives home with cuts and bruises having 
collided with another pupil in the playground. 
My daughter, who is a slow eater, is never permitted enough 
time to finish her lunch as the dining area cannot 
accommodate the sheer number of current pupils. 
If this is the case currently this already over stretched school 
will not be able to accommodate the extra children the 
proposal plans to bring to the school.
I have, this evening, attended the meeting designed to 
reassure parents about these plans.  I have to say that I was 
appalled to find that this meeting was planned for the night 
before the deadline for objections.  Secondly I found myself 
being referred backwards and forwards from the Havering 
representatives and the head teacher who both seemed 
equally in equipped to answer our questions.  I felt far from 
reassured.
The school is in a residential area on a road that is ill 
equipped to managing the existing volume of traffic, let alone 
that created by an increased intake.  There are also serious 
implications for emergency vehicles being able to access 
Farm Road and the surrounding roads during drop off and 
collection times.  
I feel that the proposed expansion will disrupt my children's 
education.  Already the children are being disturbed by noise 
from current building works going on in the school.  There is 
no consideration to children suffering from physical health 
conditions which may be affected by the dust.
It is my opinion that there are serious child safeguarding 
implications to the expansion of the school interns of the 
children's physical well being, being subjected to dust, over 
crowding and a lack of adequate capacity for meal times. 
There psychological well being could be affected becoming 
"just a number" in such an overly large school as well as 
implications for children who are perhaps not as confident 

Parsonage Farm was built as a 3FE school but as the numbers were quite low in previous 
years the school rolls declined and the school had fewer pupils on roll. The school had three  
mobile classrooms on site and these were taken off as they were no longer needed. The 
pupil numbers in the area started to increase in September 2012 and the school started 
taking 90 pupils since. The cohort size will  increase on a yearly basis and the school is 
having permanent classrooms being built to replace the mobile class. If the expansion to 4 
FE is agreed then the school will take 120 in Reception in Sept 2015 and again the cohort 
size will increase on a yearly basis rather than becoming a 840 place school on the 1 Sept 
2015.  Parsonage Farm is a good school and has the capacity to manage an increase in 
pupil numbers. The most important aspect of any school is the quality of teaching and there 
are already high quality teachers in the schools
There is site capacity for the school to be expanded to a 4FE school. If the expansion is 
agreed we will in fact increase the amount of play space available – a third playground will  
be built and we will be upgrading the existing outdoor play space as well in order to support 
the outdoor curriculum.
The design is still at feasibility stage and other areas may still be considered as part of the  
physical expansion proposal.

The impact of increased traffic is taken very seriously during planning processes and a joint 
effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues. Guarantees cannot be 
made to improve upon existing situations,  but  consultation is undertaken with Highways 
advisers in order to develop measures which will  help to mitigate some of the additional 
impact
The Local Authority is experienced in managing the delivery of projects on schools sites, 
working closely with the schools to minimise disruption for the children and staff; planning 
the stages of delivery carefully, and using school holidays where possible to carry out works 
that may otherwise cause disruption.

Whenever there is a change made to our schools, we make every effort to ensure that the 
quality  of  education  and  the  welfare,  safety  and  security  of  pupils  is  given  the  highest 
priority. We have an excellent track record for managing major building projects at primary 
schools and we aim to keep disruption to a minimum both for those teaching and learning as 
well as for anybody who lives close to the school.
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being overlooked.  
This proposal is ill conceived and takes an ambivalent attitude 
towards the well being of the current and future pupils of the 
school as well as a blatant disregard for the residents of the 
area.
Respondent 36
I am sending this email in relation to the statutory notice given 
on  28  March  2014  regarding  the  expansion  of  Parsonage 
Farm Primary School as a resident of the local area in which I 
object.
I  feel  that  the  infrastructure  at  present  in  the  surrounding 
roads of Parsonage Farm, as well as public transport does not 
support  a  school  in  the  Upminster  Road  North  area  of 
Rainham to cope with a school of 840.  
This will  cause a lot more traffic congestion and road safety 
problems.  This happens at various times of the day around 
the surrounding roads and it is getting dangerous for people 
walking around the roads of the school.  We have to deal with 
parents parking across driveways, mounting the curbs with no 
consideration for others.  By increasing the capacity this will 
only get worse and the safety risks increased.

Respondent 37
Totally disagree with this expansion, attended the meeting at 
the school this evening and voiced my concerns just hope you 
all listened to everyone's opinions and make sure when the 
traffic survey is done it is between 8.30 till 9.00 am and 2.30 
till 3.30 and realise with that many more children there will be 
more  cars  and  more  danger  to  our  children,  build  a  new 
school  to  accommodate  all  these  new people  coming  from 
other  areas  leave  our  school  to  be the  LOCAL community 
school 

Respondent 38
I  have  attended  the  meeting  this  evening  regarding  the 
expansion to a 4 form entry after gathering all the facts I would 
like to appose the plans. 

Resident

Resident

Parent

Parsonage Farm was built as a 3FE school but as the numbers were quite low in previous 
years the school rolls declined and the school had fewer pupils on roll. The school had three  
mobile classrooms on site and these were taken off as they were no longer needed. The 
pupil numbers in the area started to increase in September 2012 and the school started 
taking 90 pupils since. The cohort size will  increase on a yearly basis and the school is 
having permanent classrooms being built to replace the mobile class. If the expansion to 4 
FE is agreed then the school will take 120 in Reception in Sept 2015 and again the cohort 
size will increase on a yearly basis rather than becoming a 840 place school on the 1 Sept 
2015.  Parsonage Farm is a good school and has the capacity to manage an increase in 
pupil numbers. The most important aspect of any school is the quality of teaching and there 
are already high quality teachers in the schools
There is site capacity for the school to be expanded to a 4FE school
The impact of increased traffic is taken very seriously during planning processes and a joint 
effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues. Guarantees cannot be 
made to improve upon existing situations,  but  consultation is undertaken with Highways 
advisers in order to develop measures which will  help to mitigate some of the additional 
impact

Parking and traffic issues will  be considered in full  so that  appropriate improvements or 
changes  could  be  made.  Through  the  planning  process,  the  Highways  team  will  be 
consulted and any recommendations or conditions will be fully considered.
The impact of increased traffic is something which is taken very seriously during planning 
processes and a joint effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues.  
Guarantees cannot be made to improve upon existing situations, but consultation will  be 
undertaken with the Highways Team and an external adviser in order to develop measures 
which will help to mitigate some of the additional impact. 

Parsonage Farm was built as a 3FE school but as the numbers were quite low in previous 
years the school rolls declined and the school had fewer pupils on roll. The school had three  
mobile classrooms on site and these were taken off as they were no longer needed. The 
pupil numbers in the area started to increase in September 2012 and the school started 
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I did fill out the online survey but I was told this evening that I 
also have to email my objections/concerns. 
1) The traffic and safety of pedestrians. 
It is very difficult to walk with your child within the surrounding 
roads of the the school,  this goes as far as Rainham road 
north. No lollypop ladies. No zebra crossings. It is an accident 
waiting to happen, with the volume of cars driving and parking 
often with no concern to others and now you plan to add more 
children and parents to this mayhem.
2) I have not heard of any extra facilities being built to help 
accommodate  the  extra  children.  no  plans  for  a  bigger 
Assembly hall  or dinner hall? It is already overcrowded with 
plans of staggering/shortening lunch times which means our 
children have to rush their food in order to enjoy some fresh 
air in the playground before lunchtime is over.  Why should 
the children have to suffer or be disrupted? 
3) My child was allocated this school, I did NOT chose it. My 
choice was Brady (I live in Wennington road) Brady only has a 
30  class  intake  each  year  which  does effect  the  children’s 
education why else is Brady a excellent school according to 
ofsted?  Will  this  mean Parsonage will  be  down  graded  by 
ofsted  in  their  next  report  as  it  would  seem  it  is  already 
stressed and can not achieve the excellent status.
4) Many children are scared and fragile when starting school 
for the first time.  How is it fair to 4 year old child coming from 
being at home or possibly a preschool (max class 30)  then 
having to face not only 120 children in their year but the whole 
school 840! It seems  children are not being considered at all 
which I think is very sad.
5) I was told tonight that the expansion is to meet the demand 
within  Rainham  for  school  places  due  to  various  building 
works currently ongoing in the area.
My concern is that the plans to extend Parsonage school by 
90 children per year surely will still not be enough?  I would 
have  thought  instead  of  planning  gravel  pits  and  prisons  it 
would be far better for the Rainham community to build a new 
school to accommodate these future  children or to say NO 

taking 90 pupils since. The cohort size will  increase on a yearly basis and the school is 
having permanent classrooms being built to replace the mobile class. If the expansion to 4 
FE is agreed then the school will take 120 in Reception in Sept 2015 and again the cohort 
size will increase on a yearly basis rather than becoming a 840 place school on the 1 Sept 
2015.  Parsonage Farm is a good school and has the capacity to manage an increase in 
pupil numbers. The most important aspect of any school is the quality of teaching and there 
are already high quality teachers in the schools

There is site capacity for the school to be expanded to a 4FE school. If the expansion is 
agreed we will in fact increase the amount of play space available – a third playground will  
be built and we will be upgrading the existing outdoor play space as well in order to support 
the outdoor curriculum.
The design is still at feasibility stage and other areas may still be considered as part of the  
physical expansion proposal.

The school being expanded to 4 FE will meet the required national space Standards. How 
classes are organised (and therefore their size) is a matter for the Governing Body and 
Headteacher, but a larger school does not automatically mean larger classes. Government 
legislation on Key Stage 1 class sizes limits the number of infant children in a class to 30  
pupils per teacher.
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when you receive a planning application for more and more 
housing bearing in mind there is not enough school places or 
doctors as it is in this area.
Respondent 39
This evening the 24th April I attended a drop in meeting at 
Parsonage Farm Primary School.   I was there as a resident of 
the locale and also the because my two grandchildren, whom I 
take to and collect from the school, one being in reception and 
the other in year 3 attend.  
 I went to this "drop in meeting" with an open mind simply 
because the arrangements for this event had been organised 
the night prior to any objections being made.   
 This "drop in meeting" rather than allaying any doubts I had, 
simply heightened these.      The questions raised by many 
both by myself and other parents were simply fob off or the 
blame culture emerged i.e. its the Local Authority, its the 
school, its the Government.      In all this absolutely nothing to 
do with the of benefit for the children presently attending the 
school, was evidenced.      What emerged was negative in the 
form of more traffic and parking problems in a residential area 
endangering children's journey to school, less space and 
facilities for children and overall children becoming just 
numbers.  This is not in the best interest of children.    Ofsted 
want was is in the best interest of children during the 
education and generally.    Unfortunately this proposal is not.   
It is the duty of the Local Authority to consider the amount of 
extra traffic which is generated putting children's wellbeing at 
risk as presently there is nothing in place to control this.   Will 
this happen when a child is seriously injured or unfortunately 
killed.
 Pollution and noise will dispute and disturb children, during 
their education and play time, including outside activities such 
as PE and school sport days.     I urge you to rethink these 
proposals which will not only adversely affect these children in 
the primary school days but will have an adverse effect on 
their secondary education as well. 
 Therefore I object strongly to the proposed arrangements for 

Resident Parking and traffic issues will  be considered in full  so that  appropriate improvements or 
changes  could  be  made.  Through  the  planning  process,  the  Highways  team  will  be 
consulted and any recommendations or conditions will be fully considered.
The impact of increased traffic is something which is taken very seriously during planning 
processes and a joint effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues.  
Guarantees cannot be made to improve upon existing situations, but consultation will  be 
undertaken with the Highways Team and an external adviser in order to develop measures 
which will help to mitigate some of the additional impact.

Whenever there is a change made to our schools, we make every effort to ensure that the 
quality  of  education  and  the  welfare,  safety  and  security  of  pupils  is  given  the  highest 
priority. We have an excellent track record for managing major building projects at primary 
schools and we aim to keep disruption to a minimum both for those teaching and learning as 
well as for anybody who lives close to the school.
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the expansion and hope my objections are taken seriously
Respondent 40
I  am  writing  to  submit  that  I  am  completely  against  the 
expansion of parsonage farm primary school. My reasons are 
as follows:
Already my children who attend parsonage farm school are 
suffering from the disruption being caused by building work 
taking place in the lower school area. My daughter in year two 
has complained about noise, dust and large vehicles coming 
and going. This is due to a staff car park being built, but what 
scares me is that my children will have to get used to this kind 
of work going on for a lot longer if these plans go ahead and 
I'm not happy about that at all.
With regards to a four class intake, I think this is ludicrous! At 
the moment we are in the process of going from a two class in 
take to a three class intake, but only have reception and year 
one with three classes. At least wait until our school is at full 
capacity before you start  loading us with  another  class per 
year, where on earth are you planning to put everyone? My 
daughter who is year 2, already has an inadequate classroom, 
far too small for her class and with no blinds at the windows. 
She  very  often  comes  home  with  headaches  due  to  sun 
beating in on her whilst working. 
My older daughter in year 4, finds lunchtimes a stress at the 
moment,  as  there  are  already  too  many  children  and  not 
enough school hall space, lunchtime is staggered. Sometimes 
she doesn't eat until 12.30pm and then only gets 15 minutes 
to eat her lunch. Often she has to move 2 or 3 times whilst 
eating so that the midday assistants can begin to clear up, 
which disgusts me. Imagine what lunchtime will be like with all 
those extra pupils?
I used to attend parsonage farm school about 30 years ago, 
and my goodness has it changed since then and not for the 
better!  It's  loosing all  the things that  made it  a brilliant  and 
personal school. 
I  have  a  daughter  who  has  just  been  accepted  to  go  to 
parsonage  farm  in  September  this  year,  and  although  I'm 

Parent
Whenever there is a change made to our schools, we make every effort to ensure that the 
quality  of  education  and  the  welfare,  safety  and  security  of  pupils  is  given  the  highest 
priority. The Local Authority is experienced in managing the delivery of projects on schools 
sites,  working closely  with  the schools  to  minimise disruption for  the children and staff; 
planning the stages of delivery carefully, and using school holidays where possible to carry 
out works that may otherwise cause disruption.

Parsonage Farm was built as a 3FE school but as the numbers were quite low in previous 
years the school rolls declined and the school had fewer pupils on roll. The school had three  
mobile classrooms on site and these were taken off as they were no longer needed. The 
pupil numbers in the area started to increase in September 2012 and the school started 
taking 90 pupils since. The cohort size will  increase on a yearly basis and the school is 
having permanent classrooms being built to replace the mobile class. If the expansion to 4 
FE is agreed then the school will take 120 in Reception in Sept 2015 and again the cohort 
size will increase on a yearly basis rather than becoming a 840 place school on the 1 Sept 
2015.  Parsonage Farm is a good school and has the capacity to manage an increase in 
pupil numbers. The most important aspect of any school is the quality of teaching and there 
are already high quality teachers in the schools

There is site capacity for the school to be expanded to a 4FE school. If the expansion is 
agreed we will in fact increase the amount of play space available – a third playground will  
be built and we will be upgrading the existing outdoor play space as well in order to support 
the outdoor curriculum.
The design is still at feasibility stage and other areas may still be considered as part of the  
physical expansion proposal.
The impact of increased traffic is something which is taken very seriously during planning 
processes and a joint effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues.  
Guarantees cannot be made to improve upon existing situations, but consultation will  be 
undertaken with the Highways Team and an external adviser in order to develop measures 
which will help to mitigate some of the additional impact.
Parsonage Farm is  a good school  that  is  popular  with  pupils  and parents,  and we are 
confident that the strong leadership at the school will ensure that the school continues to be 
successful, popular and the focal point for the community.
The school is confident that the benefits from having a larger school will  enable them to  
provide an excellent education for all the pupils that attend the school
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pleased that she will be going to school with her older sisters, 
it  is  purely  for  the  reason  of  convenience  and  not  totally 
through choice. 
Lastly, I'm lucky as I  live within a ten minute walk from the 
school, so hopefully parking will not be a problem for me, but I 
dread to think how this is going to effect people who need to 
drive  their  children  to  school  and  how people  living  in  the 
surrounding roads will cope with the mass of traffic.
I hope you will take my opinion on board, after all I will have 
three children at  parsonage farm school by September and 
their future is my main concern

Respondent 41
As a parent at Parsonage Farm I am absolutely disgusted at 
the plans to expand the school, we have already suffered with 
a third reception class which I feel is too much for the school 
to cope with, down to the ratio in the playground with only 1 
teacher and 1 mid day assistant amongst 240 children already 
if not more. 
The continuous letters about parking and congestion at school 
drop off and pick up times which become a problem with the 
third reception class and traffic wardens giving out tickets 
every day due to lack of parking, even down to being able to 
watching our children in concerts we now have to purchase 
tickets due to limited space for parents so what happens with 
yet another class.....???? We as parents have to suffer. 
What happened to Parsonage Farms reputation for being an 
excellent school??? There are children there including my 
own that struggle In some subjects and do not receive the full 
help that they should be, instead they think it's a great idea to 
take on more children leaving even less time if not no time at 
all to the pupils already attending the school that need the 
help or higher achievers to excel even more. 
I am deeply concerned for not only my child's education but 
the other parents and children too, I feel the school wants to 
gain the best name and reputation for accommodating to 
anyone when this should not be the case, we are a local 

Parent

Parsonage Farm was built as a 3FE school but as the numbers were quite low in previous 
years the school rolls declined and the school had fewer pupils on roll. The school had three  
mobile classrooms on site and these were taken off as they were no longer needed. The 
pupil numbers in the area started to increase in September 2012 and the school started 
taking 90 pupils since. The cohort size will  increase on a yearly basis and the school is 
having permanent classrooms being built to replace the mobile class. If the expansion to 4 
FE is agreed then the school will take 120 in Reception in Sept 2015 and again the cohort 
size will increase on a yearly basis rather than becoming a 840 place school on the 1 Sept 
2015. 

There is site capacity for the school to be expanded to a 4FE school. If the expansion is 
agreed we will in fact increase the amount of play space available – a third playground will  
be built and we will be upgrading the existing outdoor play space as well in order to support 
the outdoor curriculum.
The design is still at feasibility stage and other areas may still be considered as part of the  
physical expansion proposal
A larger school will give more possibilities to retain high quality teaching staff and provide a 
more  diverse  curriculum through the  use  of  additional  resources  and  funding.  A  larger 
school can also provide more flexibility for personalised learning.
Parsonage Farm is  a good school  that  is  popular  with  pupils  and parents,  and we are 
confident that the strong leadership at the school will ensure that the school continues to be 
successful, popular and the focal point for the community.
The school is confident that the benefits from having a larger school will enable them to 
provide an excellent education for all the pupils that attend the school.
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community and should be kept as we are and concentrate on 
our present pupils and future pupils from in and around the 
area.
I myself attended Parsonage Farm and it sickens me that the 
reputation of the school is on a fast downward spiral because 
of the expansion. Parsonage Farms reputation is at high risk 
with talk of people thinking of alternative schooling already if 
the plans go ahead, not to mention the high turn over of 
teachers each year. 
Let's  hope  that  it  can  be  understood  from  a  parents 
perspective  and  it  doesn't  all  fall  on  the  decision  of  more 
money for the school as surely our children's education and 
upbringing is far more important than being "quids in

Respondent 42
As a parent and local resident, Parsonage has already 
increased from September 2013 to a three class intake , 
which the local area is seeing the negative effect of with 
congestion and parking causing numerous issues with 
residents.  Pavements are now even more congested with 
children and the increase in cars is an accident waiting to 
happen. What traffic provisions will be in force to cope with the 
increase in numbers including that of local transport services , 
which will be adversely affected.
The facilities in the school are already affected , with the three 
class intake with the loss of the Library and ICT Suite to the 
detriment of the pupils so how do they propose to cope with 
even more children and the lack of space and facilities? .
I understand that one of the reasons for Parsonage to expand 
was good transport links ? Then why not expand the two other 
schools in Rainham, Brady and Rainham Village both have 
bus stops close to the school and Rainham Village has plenty 
of available land to the rear with a bus stop right outside ! 
Brady is currently a one class intake which you could increase 
to two , inline with other schools in Havering , again with good 
transport links .
Parsonage is indeed a good school, but it has already 

Parent 
and local 
resident

The impact of increased traffic is something which is taken very seriously during planning 
processes and a joint effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues.  
Guarantees cannot be made to improve upon existing situations, but consultation will  be 
undertaken with the Highways Team and an external adviser in order to develop measures 
which will help to mitigate some of the additional impact.

When deciding which schools are suitable for expansion, the council  considered schools 
which match the following criteria:

• They can be expanded as they have site capacity
• They are located accessibly to where there is increased pressure on places
• They  are  sufficiently  educationally  secure  and  resilient  to  have  the  capacity  to 

manage a significant increase in size without adverse impacts on standards
• There is a clear aspiration on the part of the school to manage the expansion
• The expansion should provide value for money

There is site capacity for the school to be expanded to a 4FE school. If the expansion is 
agreed we will in fact increase the amount of play space available – a third playground will  
be built and we will be upgrading the existing outdoor play space as well in order to support 
the outdoor curriculum.
The design is still at feasibility stage and other areas may still be considered as part of the  
physical expansion proposal.
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expanded and building work being underway to cater for this , 
taking away the reception play area and play areas for the 
upper school and now you want to expand again to 120 intake 
, where do you propose to fit all these children and what 
provisions are you putting in with regards to school lunchtimes 
(taking into account free school dinners from Sept ) , 
assemblies and concerts with which the hall is at a full 
capacity at the moment and doubling the size would make it 
worse. 
Ultimately Parsonage Farm is a local community school 
already oversubscribed and the local area it serves cannot 
cope with the excessive traffic conditions and the influx of 
children from outer areas.
I look forward to your response and would like to see the 
results of the traffic survey when it is undertaken

Respondent 43
I  have  left  it  to  this  stage  to  voice  why  I  am against  the 
proposed expansion of parsonage farm school as I wanted to 
get as much feedback and answers to my concerns from the 
school and council as possible.
After today's drop in meeting I  still  feel strongly against the 
expansion and feel none of the benefits will outweigh the most 
pressing issue, the safety of my child.
The  traffic  has  become  an  increasing  problem  around  the 
school. These roads were not made to deal with the volume of 
people  parking  and  driving  down  to  drop  off/  pick  up  their 
children. The visibility on cross roads leading to the school is a 
real issue. By making roads busier, the safety of our children 
is  being  compromised.  Recently  a  member  of  staff  at 
parsonage farm school had an accident for this very reason.
I also have concerns to the work planning to be carried out 
causing disruption to my children. My youngest starts school 
this sept and will be one of the youngest. This is going to be a 
very big step for him. He is already receiving help for speech 
problems which I was assured would continue once he started 
school. He also has found it hard still settling at Pre school 

Local 
Resident

Parsonage Farm is  a good school  that  is  popular  with  pupils  and parents,  and we are 
confident that the strong leadership at the school will ensure that the school continues to be 
successful, popular and the focal point for the community.

Parking and traffic issues will  be considered in full  so that  appropriate improvements or 
changes  could  be  made.  Through  the  planning  process,  the  Highways  team  will  be 
consulted and any recommendations or conditions will be fully considered.
The impact of increased traffic is something which is taken very seriously during planning 
processes and a joint effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues.  
Guarantees cannot be made to improve upon existing situations, but consultation will  be 
undertaken with the Highways Team and an external adviser in order to develop measures 
which will help to mitigate some of the additional impact

Whenever there is a change made to our schools, we make every effort to ensure that the 
quality  of  education  and  the  welfare,  safety  and  security  of  pupils  is  given  the  highest 
priority. We have an excellent track record for managing major building projects at primary 
schools and we aim to keep disruption to a minimum both for those teaching and learning as 
well as for anybody who lives close to the school.

. If the expansion is agreed we will in fact increase the amount of play space available – a 
third playground will be built and we will be upgrading the existing outdoor play space as 
well in order to support the outdoor curriculum.
The design is still at feasibility stage and other areas may still be considered as part of the  
physical expansion proposal.
Parsonage Farm is  a good school  that  is  popular  with  pupils  and parents,  and we are 
confident that the strong leadership at the school will ensure that the school continues to be 

40



APPENDIX 2: Representation Comments from Respondents and Proposer Responses 

and  lacks  confidence.  As  a  mother  I  have  become 
increasingly anxious about him stating at school. With all this 
disruption possibly going ahead it is increasingly worrying. My 
eldest is in year 1 and is being effected from the small amount 
of work already being carried out. He has had no library for a 
number of weeks due to the work. Although in my house this 
is not a great problem as I have many books. Some parents 
work long ours and are unable to take there children to the 
library  or  have  money  to  buy  their  own  books.  This  is 
something  that  every  school  should  provide  at  all  times. 
Routine  is  important  to  children  especially  the  younger 
children  or  children  who are  autistic.  I  believe  the  planned 
works  will  prevent  the  new  children  from  settling  into  an 
established routine.
There is also the problem of lunch times. To cope they have 
now  started  separating  lunch  breaks.  The  older  ones  now 
have  there  lunch  much  later.  I  think  they  go  far  too  long 
without  eating  or  drinking.  How  are  they  expected  to 
concentrate and learn when hungry. 
I  hope my concerns as others are taken note of. We are a 
strong community school. And as we were told at the meeting, 
there  is  not  a  catchment  area,  so  our  school  may  be 
compromised by this expansion.
Respondent 44
I  am under no illusion an accept that by expanding the school 
the school will receive extra facilities and funding, but this still 
does  not  outweigh  the  factors  against  the  building  works.
 will have come September two children at Parsonage Farm 
School.  1  in  year  one  and  one  in reception.    I found  out 
recently that the children are currently without use of a library 
whilst works are ongoing, for the classrooms being built that 
have already been agreed too!  My children do not go to the 
local  library  this is their  only access to a library,  and I feel 
taking  this  basic  school  facility  away  is  detrimental  to 
encouraging  my  children  to  read  and  use  libraries  in  their 
future. 
 The dinner hall is crowded, assemblies are uncomfortable, as 

A Parent

successful, popular and the focal point for the community.
The school is confident that the benefits from having a larger school will  enable them to  
provide an excellent education for all the pupils that attend the school

Whenever there is a change made to our schools, we make every effort to ensure that the 
quality  of  education  and  the  welfare,  safety  and  security  of  pupils  is  given  the  highest 
priority. We have an excellent track record for managing major building projects at primary 
schools and we aim to keep disruption to a minimum both for those teaching and learning as 
well as for anybody who lives close to the school.

 If the expansion is agreed we will in fact increase the amount of play space available – a 
third playground will be built and we will be upgrading the existing outdoor play space as 
well in order to support the outdoor curriculum.
The design is still at feasibility stage and other areas may still be considered as part of the  
physical expansion proposal.

How classes are organised (and therefore their size) is a matter for the Governing Body and 
Headteacher, but a larger school does not automatically mean larger classes. Government 
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my daughter complains that there is not enough room. and 
they are becoming lost within the numbers.
 
I have recently been informed that lunch times will be 
staggered due to overcrowding and that children are being 
rushed in an out to finish their lunch.  I'm sure it is a proven 
fact that if a child is hungry it is harder for them to concentrate 
on their education.
The already increased numbers have made a significant and 
worrying increase in traffic and uncontrolled parking. I witness 
on a daily basis parents struggling to get their children to 
school as roads become gridlocked and parking is not 
available. It is becoming increasingly dangerous for us who 
walk their children to school,  as cars regularly mount the 
pavement to pass oncoming cars. There are no facilities to 
assist the children cross the road near the school. With the 
corners of Briscoe / Farm Road and Allen / Farm Road being 
a challenge for most adults to safely cross. 
Ultimately my major concern is the local Roads, they will not 
be able to safely cope with the increased traffic that will come 
with increased numbers. The roads cannot cope as it is. 
Emergency services would be slowed down as they would be 
unable to manoeuvre through the roads at busy periods. 
Residence are unable to access their own properties with their 
vehicles. There is inadequate public transport to support the 
numbers that will need to use them.
On another note I also have massive concerns about the 
social development of children attending a school of this size. 
The transition between nursery - reception is already a big 
change in their life. Putting 4/5 year old children into a school 
of this size may be overwhelming and upsetting and take a 
longer period to adjust to school life.  The small playground 
has already gone!!!  Due to the building of the new 
classrooms.     
Parsonage Farm Primary School is stated as a community 
school, The school is rapidly losing its community spirit and 
will no longer serves as a community school if these 

legislation on Key Stage 1 class sizes limits the number of infant children in a class to 30  
pupils per teacher.

Parking and traffic issues will  be considered in full  so that  appropriate improvements or 
changes  could  be  made.  Through  the  planning  process,  the  Highways  team  will  be 
consulted and any recommendations or conditions will be fully considered.
The impact of increased traffic is something which is taken very seriously during planning 
processes and a joint effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues.  
Guarantees cannot be made to improve upon existing situations, but consultation will  be 
undertaken with the Highways Team and an external adviser in order to develop measures 
which will help to mitigate some of the additional impact

Parsonage Farm is  a good school  that  is  popular  with  pupils  and parents,  and we are 
confident that the strong leadership at the school will ensure that the school continues to be 
successful, popular and the focal point for the community.
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expansion plans are agreed.
 Respondent 45
I am a parent of a pupil at Parsonage Farm primary school, 
we was made aware very recently of planned expansion 
works to the school expanding to a four form intake from 
September 2015. 
I always wanted my children to attend parsonage farm school 
from the moment I knew I was becoming a parent. It is a 
school that has been the centre of education provision in 
Rainham for many years, parents of children currently 
attending the school now attended in their early years.
When I knew it was already a three form intake I was pleased 
as I felt confident my child would be granted a place within the 
school and to my delight he was. 
Weeks before my child was due to start I began hearing 
negative comments about the standards of education being 
received by children at the school.
 My child began his education journey at parsonage farm in 
September 2013, overall my child is happy at school and 
enjoys attending school daily, I as a parent have had concerns 
that I feel if yet another expansion was to happen would only 
lead to situations becoming harder to manage.
My main issue to date with the school has been my child, who 
is very small in height for his age, had been pushed in the 
playground during lunch hours by an older child. this 
happened two consecutive days resulting in my child receiving 
a head injury! I wanted the child to be reprimanded but was 
told the staff find it difficult to monitor all situations at lunchtime 
due to high volumes of children. so with another expansion 
imminent how will the staff cope? and how many more 
children will receive injuries as staff can not "monitor" all 
children in the playground? now you may say adding more 
staff will help but personally I feel having the minimal amount 
of staff regulations allow is NOT enough to prevent such 
incidents! I strongly believe there will be an increase in 
bullying type complaints after the proposed expansion takes 
place.

A parent

Parsonage Farm is a good school and has the capacity to manage an increase in pupil  
numbers. The most important aspect of any school is the quality of teaching and there are 
already high quality teachers in the schools. We are confident that the strong leadership at 
the school will ensure that the school continues to be successful, popular and the focal point 
for the community.

A larger school will give more possibilities to retain high quality teaching staff and provide a 
more  diverse  curriculum through the  use  of  additional  resources  and  funding.  A  larger 
school can also provide more flexibility for personalised learning.
School leaders believe it is very important to retain their individual ethos for the school and 
will ensure this is a priority. 

There is site capacity for the school to be expanded to a 4FE school. If the expansion is 
agreed we will in fact increase the amount of play space available – a third playground will  
be built and we will be upgrading the existing outdoor play space as well in order to support 
the outdoor curriculum.
The design is still at feasibility stage and other areas may still be considered as part of the  
physical expansion proposal

Parking and traffic issues will  be considered in full  so that  appropriate improvements or 
changes  could  be  made.  Through  the  planning  process,  the  Highways  team  will  be 
consulted and any recommendations or conditions will be fully considered.

The impact of increased traffic is something which is taken very seriously during planning 
processes and a joint effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues.  
Guarantees cannot be made to improve upon existing situations, but consultation will  be 
undertaken with the Highways Team and an external adviser in order to develop measures 
which will help to mitigate some of the additional impact
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 My next concern is lunch time. My child always comes out of 
school hungry with a half eaten packed lunch. It has been 
brought to parents attention children are rushed through lunch 
to account for the amount of children needing to eat lunch and 
as of yet there as been no clear resolve for this for when the 
expansion takes place. Children have also said they eat in 
silence with some children expressing they are not allowed to 
talk whilst eating. I find this worrying as discussion over the 
dinner table is an important part of child hood interaction and 
important to personal, social and emotional development (or 
its equivalence in up to date framework)
 Another of my concerns is how havering are planning to 
manage Farm road during drop off and pick up hours? when 
the road is being wardened or the havering cctv car is driving 
around the surrounding roads the congestion is minimalized 
but when this isn't happening local driveways are blocked , 
cars mount the pedestrian walkway with all FOUR wheels on 
the pavement and in one occurrence myself and another 
parent with prams (one of which a twin side by side pram) 
were told by the driver to "just walk in the road and stop 
moaning!" whilst traffic is at it's peak!! also there is no clear 
indication to drivers regarding parking if it is two wheels on or 
no wheels on the pavement like along other roads e.g. 
parsonage road. this causes the road to become blocked as 
parents park opposite other cars both having all wheels in the 
road. With more parents having to drive children into school 
due to work commitments, adding another 30 potential driving 
parents could make the traffic situation worse.
 I would like to end this email saying I think the intentions of 
opening up to other boroughs is brilliant as some areas don 
not offer a school with such a strong leader and with the 
promise of an outstanding education, but the staff and local 
area need to be able to cope with such a dramatic increase 
and I, personally, do not see any evidence or reassurance by 
Havering or the school that this is the case.

 Parking and traffic issues will  be considered in full  so that  appropriate improvements or 
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Respondent 46
I strongly object to the new classrooms being built at 
Parsonage farm school.
It will no longer be a village school and the parking round the 
school now us terrible.
I cannot see any benefits to the community what so ever.
I expect the plans have already been passed but it will be a 
great shame if this goes ahead

 Respondent 47
I  am under no illusion and accept that by expanding the 
school the school will receive extra facilities and funding, but 
this still does not outweigh the factors against the building 
works.
I have 1 child currently in reception and my 2nd child will be 
starting there in 2016. By then there will be an extra 90 
children at the school compared to when my daughter started 
there last year. found out recently that the children are 
currently without use of a library whilst works are ongoing, for 
the classrooms being built that have already been agreed too!  
My children do not go to the local library this is their only 
access to a library, and I feel taking this basic school facility 
away is detrimental to encouraging my children to read and 
use libraries in their future. 
 The dinner hall is crowded, assemblies are uncomfortable, as 
my daughter complains that there is not enough room. and 
they are becoming lost within the numbers.
I have recently been informed that lunch times will be 
staggered due to overcrowding and that children are being 
rushed in an out to finish their lunch.  I'm sure it is a proven 
fact that if a child is hungry it is harder for them to concentrate 
on their education. Increased numbers have made a 
significant and worrying increase in traffic and uncontrolled 
parking. I witness on a daily basis parents struggling to get 
their children to school as roads become gridlocked and 
parking is not available. It is becoming increasingly dangerous 
for us who walk their children to school,  as cars regularly 

Resident

Parent

changes  could  be  made.  Through  the  planning  process,  the  Highways  team  will  be 
consulted and any recommendations or conditions will be fully considered.
Parsonage Farm is  a good school  that  is  popular  with  pupils  and parents,  and we are 
confident that the strong leadership at the school will ensure that the school continues to be 
successful, popular and the focal point for the community.
The school is confident that the benefits from having a larger school will  enable them to  
provide an excellent education for all the pupils that attend the school

There is site capacity for the school to be expanded to a 4FE school. If the expansion is 
agreed we will in fact increase the amount of play space available – a third playground will  
be built and we will be upgrading the existing outdoor play space as well in order to support 
the outdoor curriculum.
The design is still at feasibility stage and other areas may still be considered as part of the  
physical expansion proposal.

A larger school will give more possibilities to retain high quality teaching staff and provide a 
more  diverse  curriculum through the  use  of  additional  resources  and  funding.  A  larger 
school can also provide more flexibility for personalised learning.
School leaders believe it is very important to retain their individual ethos for the school and 
will ensure this is a priority.
The school is confident that the benefits from having a larger school will  enable them to  
provide an excellent education for all the pupils that attend the school

How classes are organised (and therefore their size) is a matter for the Governing Body and 
Headteacher, but a larger school does not automatically mean larger classes. Government 
legislation on Key Stage 1 class sizes limits the number of infant children in a class to 30  
pupils per teacher.

The impact of increased traffic is taken very seriously during planning processes and a joint 
effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues. Guarantees cannot be 
made to improve upon existing situations,  but  consultation is undertaken with Highways 
advisers in order to develop measures which will  help to mitigate some of the additional 
impact

Parsonage Farm is  a good school  that  is  popular  with  pupils  and parents,  and we are 
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mount the pavement to pass oncoming cars. There are no 
facilities to assist the children cross the road near the school. 
With the corners of Briscoe / Farm Road and Allen / Farm 
Road being a challenge for most adults to safely cross. 
Ultimately my major concern is the local Roads, they will not 
be able to safely cope with the increased traffic that will come 
with increased numbers. The roads cannot cope as it is. 
Emergency services would be slowed down as they would be 
unable to manoeuvre through the roads at busy periods. I 
myself live down farm road and myself and other residents are 
unable to access their own properties with their vehicles. 
There is inadequate public transport to support the numbers 
that will need to use them.
On another note I also have massive concerns about the 
social development of children attending a school of this size. 
The transition between nursery - reception is already a big 
change in their life. Putting 4/5 year old children into a school 
of this size may be overwhelming and upsetting and take a 
longer period to adjust to school life.  The small playground 
has already gone!!!  Due to the building of the new 
classrooms.     
Parsonage Farm Primary School is stated as a community 
school, The school is rapidly losing its community spirit and 
will no longer serve as a community school if these expansion 
plans are agreed. When I selected this school as the school I 
wanted her to attend seemed like a perfect school for her now 
facilities have been taken away and the school is being run 
more like a business rather than "the children are the most 
important thing" as was relayed to us during our initial school 
visits

Respondent 48
Would just to say.  My two children went to this school. Was a 
lovely  village  school  in  their  day.  Can't  see  what  will  be 
achieved  be  doing  this  work.  That  was  probably  already 
passed.  Parking in Allen Rd already chaos nowhere to park.. I 
am a resistant in Allen Rd. And see the chaos it causes.  . It's 

A Parent

confident that the strong leadership at the school will ensure that the school continues to be 
successful, popular and the focal point for the community.

Parking and traffic issues will  be considered in full  so that  appropriate improvements or 
changes  could  be  made.  Through  the  planning  process,  the  Highways  team  will  be 
consulted and any recommendations or conditions will be fully considered.

Parsonage Farm is  a good school  that  is  popular  with  pupils  and parents,  and we are 
confident that the strong leadership at the school will ensure that the school continues to be 
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an accident waiting to happen. It would be interesting to know 
where these people live . Who back the plans obviously don’t 
care.

Respondent 49
After attending the drop on session at the school last night I 
felt it necessary to register my views as a parent/resident.
I have serious concerns regarding the safety aspects around 
the residential streets adjacent to the school should the intake 
be pushed any further. As it is at present, walking my son to 
school is tantamount to taking your life in your  own hands. 
Cars  double  parked,  parked  over  driveways,  stopping  and 
panic  dropping  at  the  gates  makes it  almost  impossible  to 
navigate our way to school without an incident, no matter how 
trivial  the  incident  may  be.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned 
increasing  the  traffic  would  be  catastrophic,  an  accident 
waiting  to  happen.  Pupils  will  obviously  be  travelling  from 
further  afield  rendering  it  necessary  to  be  brought  by  car. 
Making  Farm  Road  a  no  parking  road  would  only  push 
traffic/parking out further.
Aside from this my parents live in Abbots Close, very close to 
the  school,  and  feel  they  cannot  take  their  car  out  during 
8.30am/9.15 and 2.45/3.30pm as it is impossible to get the car 
through Allen Road or the surrounding roads. An even more 
serious  issue  would  be  if  any  emergency  services  were 
required anywhere in this area during these times. 
I  would urge you to take these matters into account before 
making any decision.
As a parent I do feel it would be detrimental to the school also 
with  dinner  times/  assemblies/pe  spaces  affected  but 
understand after voicing these concerns last night they would 
have no baring on a decision which does seem unfair. We as 
parents selected this school for a reason and would be upset 
should these irrevocable changes go ahead. 
The point of upmost importance here however is safety and I 
do  feel  this  would  be  seriously  compromised  should 
Parsonage Farm be made a larger school.

Parent/
Resident

successful, popular and the focal point for the community.

Parking and traffic issues will  be considered in full  so that  appropriate improvements or 
changes  could  be  made.  Through  the  planning  process,  the  Highways  team  will  be 
consulted and any recommendations or conditions will be fully considered

The impact of increased traffic is something which is taken very seriously during planning 
processes and a joint effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues.  
Guarantees cannot be made to improve upon existing situations, but consultation will  be 
undertaken with the Highways Team and an external adviser in order to develop measures 
which will help to mitigate some of the additional impact

There is site capacity for the school to be expanded to a 4FE school. If the expansion is 
agreed we will in fact increase the amount of play space available – a third playground will  
be built and we will be upgrading the existing outdoor play space as well in order to support 
the outdoor curriculum.
The design is still at feasibility stage and other areas may still be considered as part of the  
physical expansion proposal.

Whenever there is a change made to our schools, we make every effort to ensure that the 
quality  of  education  and  the  welfare,  safety  and  security  of  pupils  is  given  the  highest 
priority. 
Children’s safety is our number one concern. We will  require the contractors to work to  
schedules that will avoid major deliveries and site removals to occur at school opening and 
closing times. That actual site will of course be boarded and kept very separate from the 
children during the weeks of construction.
We have an excellent track record for managing major building projects at primary schools 
and we aim to keep disruption to a minimum both for those teaching and learning as well as 
for anybody who lives close to the school.

Parsonage Farm was a 3FE school but as the numbers were quite low in previous years the 
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Respondent 50
Please note my objection to the proposal to expand the 
capacity at Parsonage Farm Primary School from 486 pupils 
to 840 pupils. 
Since the fairly recent increase in admissions from 60 to 90 
that happened in 2012/2013 - which obviously still has not 
filtered through to all years - there have been noticeable and 
unacceptable increases in the levels of traffic and road 
congestion caused by increased volumes of cars and lack of 
parking facilities. This is already an issue for residents and 
even without the above proposal the situation will continue to 
worsen based on changes to admissions already in place. 
The changes in 2012/2013 increased pupil numbers from 420 
to 630 and these new proposals will add an additional 210 
pupils effectively doubling the number of pupils at this site in 
under a 10 year period - with no evidence of any solutions to 
the already significant traffic, parking or child safety issues 
within the proposals. 
This does also not factor in the additional impact to residents 
of increased noise and pedestrian traffic in the surrounding 
areas. 
It also takes the number of pupils at this school to 120 per 
year admission - in line with the highest in the borough. 
I believe there is strong objection from both residents and 
parents alike which the school or council do not seem to care 
about. 
Despite strong objections in the initial consultation from 
parents and residents a decision was made to still to proceed 
with this proposal. Does this mean that regardless of local 
opinion this proposal will proceed? Following a rejection by 
the school board to proposals at Upminster School - the 
decision not to proceed has already been made. 
I note that despite an increase in admissions already current 
development proposals only provide 3 additional classrooms 
for the extra form in each of the seven years. 
Surely it makes sense - given the scale of the need to 
consider other schools in the area or a complete new build for 

Resident

school rolls declined and the school had less pupils on roll. The school had three mobile 
classrooms on site and these were taken off as they were no longer needed. The pupil 
numbers in the area started to increase in September 2012 and the school started taking 90 
pupils  since.  The cohort  size  will  increase  on  a  yearly  basis  and  the  school  is  having 
permanent classrooms being built to replace the mobile class. If the expansion to 4 FE is 
agreed then the school will take 120 in Reception in Sept 2015 and again the cohort size will  
increase on a yearly basis rather than becoming a 840 place school on the 1 Sept 2015

Under the Education and Inspections Act 2006, Section 7, a local authority may publish a 
notice under the section inviting proposals for the establishment of certain types of new 
schools. However, Havering is currently considering the expansion of existing schools. This 
is because identified local need in Havering is spread across a wide geographical location 
and a single school in one location could not effectively address the demand that has been 
identified. There are strong educational benefits in building on the success of one or more of 
our popular and high performing schools where there is an established and strong Senior  
Leadership Team

The extra school places are created for local children as  we have planned to ensure that 
any extra places created are close to the area where there is identified additional need. Our 
aim is to ensure that there are enough places to allow children to attend a local school if  
they chose to do so. We are required to follow school admissions rules as set out in The 
Admissions Code 2010 in allocating places within any school

A larger school will give more possibilities to retain high quality teaching staff and provide a 
more  diverse  curriculum through the  use  of  additional  resources  and  funding.  A  larger 
school can also provide more flexibility for personalised learning.
School leaders believe it is very important to retain their individual ethos for the school and 
will ensure this is a priority.
The school is confident that the benefits from having a larger school will  enable them to  
provide an excellent education for all the pupils that attend the school
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the borough. 
It seems that the current proposals - excluding this additional 
increase at Parsonage Farm - would be sufficient to meet 
anticipated demand in Rainham and South Hornchurch. 

Parsonage Farm is not the only local school with the potential 
available space to accommodate these additional students 
and the school should not be considered in my opinion. 
The decisions being made are wrong and do not address all of 
the relevant issues. They simply bring together a need for new 
school places and willingness by the school and governors to 
expand - despite the feelings if existing parents and local 
residents. 
Respondent 51
I  would  like  to  express  my  objections  to  the  expansion  of 
parsonage farm primary school,  I have a number of reason 
for my objections, but can I firstly add that I have found the 
statutory notice misleading and factually incorrect.  I also feel 
that  these  inaccuracies  may  have  stopped  a  lot  of  people 
opposing as they are under the impression these proposed 
work have in fact already been passed, so there would be no 
point  on spending time submitting objections  if  the decision 
was already agreed.    I also feel that leaving a drop in session 
until  the  day  before  objection  deadline  has  not  given 
parents/residence enough time to actually process information 
in  regards  to  the  effect  this  expansion  will  have  on  their 
future.  
 The  section  I  find  misleading  is  where  the  proposed 
expansions refer to 2 phases.  phase one has already been 
agreed and this is causing a lot of confusion amongst parents 
because  it  is  included  in  the  complete  proposal  that  is 
available  for  download  via  a  link  that  is  displayed  in  the 
statutory notice written by Joy Hollister and published on the 
28th  March.  Why are  we  being  mislead  and  given  notice 
about a section that has already been agreed with a second 
phase that is only in proposal stage?
 I  also  find  the  pupil  numbers  on  the  statutory  notice very 

A parent

Parsonage Farm was a 3FE school but as the numbers were quite low in previous years the 
school rolls declined and the school had fewer pupils on roll. The school had three mobile 
classrooms on site and these were taken off as they were no longer needed. The pupil 
numbers in the area started to increase in September 2012 and the school started taking 90 
pupils  since.  The cohort  size  will  increase  on  a  yearly  basis  and  the  school  is  having 
permanent classrooms being built to replace the mobile class. If the expansion to 4 FE is 
agreed then the school will take 120 in Reception in Sept 2015 and again the cohort size will  
increase on a yearly basis rather than becoming a 840 place school on the 1 Sept 2015

Careful planning with the full co-operation of all parties can avoid most disruption and many 
children are likely to see it as an adventure and something exciting to look forward to. The 
Council will work together with the school staff, governors and parents/carers to ensure that  
any possible disruption is kept to an absolute minimum. 

Whenever there is a change made to our schools, we make every effort to ensure that the 
quality  of  education  and  the  welfare,  safety  and  security  of  pupils  is  given  the  highest 
priority. We have an excellent track record for managing major building projects at primary 
schools and we aim to keep disruption to a minimum both for those teaching and learning as 
well as for anybody who lives close to the school.

In many cases, building contractors will  run awareness raising sessions for pupils which 
highlight health and safety issues around building sites and will undertake supervised tours 

49



APPENDIX 2: Representation Comments from Respondents and Proposer Responses 

confusing and unclear.  it  refers to us as a three form entry 
proposing to go to a four form entry.  it  currently states our 
capacity is only 486 (these numbers are not consistent with a 
three form entry rolled out throughout the whole school)  our 
current  capacity  should  state  630 if  were  are a  three form 
entry for the entire school.  (which if I am correct will be the 
case form sept 2014)
 My major concern is the safety of my children, this includes 
the travelling to and from school safely, I feel this proposed 
expansion  will  put  this  in  jeopardy  as  the  infrastructure  of 
the surrounding road will not be able to cope, if there is a need 
for emergency services at busy school run times the response 
times will  inevitably  be  increased  due  to vehicle  volumes 
potentially putting lives at risk. 
 Health and safety is another issue with building works whilst 
my  children  are  at  school.  There  have  already been 
complaints  to  the  school  in  regards  to  a  dangerous  gate 
that was a result of the current expansion,  this took a number 
of weeks to be rectified, and in my opinion is not satisfactory 
when risk  assessment and method statements should have 
been carried out in advance.  It show poor management of the 
current project, which is only a small project in comparison to 
the second phase you are proposing.  If the current project is 
not being managed satisfactory what reassurance do we have 
that any future works will be carried out in the correct manor 
with our children's safety being top priority.
 Overcrowding of playgrounds, dinner hall, and assembly are 
considered  another  safety  issue  as  personal  space  will  be 
limited, potentially causing more tension amongst piers.  For 
weaker and shy children a school of the proposed size will be 
intimidating  and  potentially  cause  a  child  to  become  more 
withdrawn.  again with the proposed expansion you will  take 
away any personal touch of the school, it will not be possible 
to keep the friendly reception that children are welcomed to in 
the mornings with a "Good Morning Bobby" "Lovely to see you 
Hannah"  from a  chirpy  friendly  member of  staff  waiting  for 
them at the gate, it quiet simply will  not be possible for staff 

for children to see the work taking place.

There is site capacity for the school to be expanded to a 4FE school. If the expansion is 
agreed we will in fact increase the amount of play space available – a third playground will  
be built and we will be upgrading the existing outdoor play space as well in order to support 
the outdoor curriculum.
The design is still at feasibility stage and other areas may still be considered as part of the  
physical expansion proposal.

Parsonage Farm is  a good school  that  is  popular  with  pupils  and parents,  and we are 
confident that the strong leadership at the school will ensure that the school continues to be 
successful, popular and the focal point for the community.
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members to remember 840 children's  name to greet  them.  
Our  children  deserve  to  go  to  friendly  welcoming  schools 
where they will safe and secure, and reassured that they are 
known to teachers.   
  There is no mention of increasing facilities within the 
proposal for additional lunch halls, does this mean following 
the proposed expansion if it was to go ahead there will then 
be a need for further construction to cope with these issues, 
again potentially causing further disruption to current pupils 
whilst building works are being carried out.
 It seems that all funding and benefits for this expansion go to 
future children and little though about the effect and disruption 
that these proposals will cause current pupils who will NOT 
benefit.  Why is their current funding not being used to their 
advantage now.  
 
Respondent 52
I  am under no illusion an accept that by expanding the school 
the school will receive extra facilities and funding, but this still 
does not outweigh the factors against the building works.
I have one child currently in Reception and hope to have my 
youngest child start Parsonage Farm School in September 
2015.  
I found out recently that the children are currently without use 
of a library whilst works are ongoing, for the classrooms being 
built that have already been agreed too!  My children do not 
go to the local library this is their only access to a library, and I 
feel taking this basic school facility away is detrimental to 
encouraging my children to read and use libraries in their 
future.  The dinner hall is crowded, assemblies are 
uncomfortable and they are becoming lost within the 
numbers.  I have recently been informed that lunch times will 
be staggered due to overcrowding and that children are being 
rushed in an out to finish their lunch.  I'm sure it is a proven 
fact that if a child is hungry it is harder for them to concentrate 
on their education.  My son is a diabetic and needs to eat his 
full lunch for his insulin given otherwise he'll become 

Parent

There is site capacity for the school to be expanded to a 4FE school. If the expansion is 
agreed we will in fact increase the amount of play space available – a third playground will  
be built and we will be upgrading the existing outdoor play space as well in order to support 
the outdoor curriculum.
The design is still at feasibility stage and other areas may still be considered as part of the  
physical expansion proposal.

A larger school will give more possibilities to retain high quality teaching staff and provide a 
more  diverse  curriculum through the  use  of  additional  resources  and  funding.  A  larger 
school can also provide more flexibility for personalised learning.
School leaders believe it is very important to retain their individual ethos for the school and 
will ensure this is a priority.
The school is confident that the benefits from having a larger school will  enable them to  
provide an excellent education for all the pupils that attend the school

How classes are organised (and therefore their size) is a matter for the Governing Body and 
Headteacher, but a larger school does not automatically mean larger classes. Government 
legislation on Key Stage 1 class sizes limits the number of infant children in a class to 30  
pupils per teacher.

The impact of increased traffic is taken very seriously during planning processes and a joint 

51



APPENDIX 2: Representation Comments from Respondents and Proposer Responses 

extremely ill. Getting the children into school through a small 
single gate is a game of dodge at present and this will become 
harder with the increase of children and parents. The queue's 
in reception for dinner tickets etc is long at the best of times 
which again will become worse. 

The already increased numbers have made a significant and 
worrying increase in traffic and uncontrolled parking. I witness 
on a daily basis parents struggling to get their children to 
school as roads become gridlocked and parking is not 
available. It is becoming increasingly dangerous for us who 
walk their children to school,  as cars regularly mount the 
pavement to pass oncoming cars. There are no facilities to 
assist the children cross the road near the school. With the 
corners of Briscoe / Farm Road and Allen / Farm Road being 
a challenge for most adults to safely cross. 
Ultimately my major concern is the local Roads, they will not 
be able to safely cope with the increased traffic that will come 
with increased numbers. The roads cannot cope as it is. 
Emergency services would be slowed down as they would be 
unable to manoeuvre through the roads at busy periods. 
Residence are unable to access their own properties with their 
vehicles. There is inadequate public transport to support the 
numbers that will need to use them.
On another note I also have massive concerns about the 
social development of children attending a school of this size. 
The transition between nursery - reception is already a big 
change in their life. Putting 4/5 year old children into a school 
of this size may be overwhelming and upsetting and take a 
longer period to adjust to school life.  The small playground 
has already gone!!!  Due to the building of the new 
classrooms.     
Parsonage Farm Primary School is stated as a community 
school; The school is rapidly losing its community spirit and 
will no longer serves as a community school if these 
expansion plans are agreed.

effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues. Guarantees cannot be 
made to improve upon existing situations,  but  consultation is undertaken with Highways 
advisers in order to develop measures which will  help to mitigate some of the additional 
impact

Parsonage Farm is  a good school  that  is  popular  with  pupils  and parents,  and we are 
confident that the strong leadership at the school will ensure that the school continues to be 
successful, popular and the focal point for the community.

Whenever there is a change made to our schools, we make every effort to ensure that the 
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Respondent 53
I am objecting to the plans to expand Parsonage Farm 
Primary School in Rainham, as both a parent and local 
resident. Please consider the following as my reasons for 
objection.

1. The safety of children and parents travelling to and from 
school. At present with 486 children in the school, Farm Road 
in particular and many of the surrounding roads are extremely 
busy at school times. Cars park illegally across drives making 
it unsafe to cross the road, and parents regularly park on 
zigzag lines outside the school. The moving traffic is often at a 
standstill due to the amount of cars parked. With the school 
increasing to a 4 form school, the number of children in the 
school will increase to 840 at full capacity. It doesn't take a 
genius to work out that the current problems are not going to 
get better. The roads will become impossible to drive down at 
school times and the roads will be very unsafe for those 
walking. 
2. The parking will almost double and since cars are currently 
parking almost to the Upminster road north ends of Briscoe 
Road and Allen Road, they will undoubtedly end up parking 
outside my house in Upminster Road North and the 
surrounding areas. Parking is a nightmare particularly in Farm 
Road itself where residents often cannot access or come out 
of their properties due to inconsiderate parents blocking them. 
3. Briscoe Road is part of the 165 and 287 bus route. Quite 
often due to parents parking too close to the junction of 
Briscoe Road and Farm road, buses end up just sitting their 
waiting for whoever is parked to come back and move their 
car so the bus is able to continue its journey. This will only get 
worse.
4. With so many children in the school, break times and lunch 
times will be staggered. Lunch time are already staggered due 
to them going up to a three form school. This will result in 
some children being outside playing while others are in class 
trying to work. The children in class will only get distracted by 

Parent/ 
Local 
Resident

quality  of  education  and  the  welfare,  safety  and  security  of  pupils  is  given  the  highest 
priority. We have an excellent track record for managing major building projects at primary 
schools and we aim to keep disruption to a minimum both for those teaching and learning as 
well as for anybody who lives close to the school.

Careful planning with the full co-operation of all parties can avoid most disruption and many 
children are likely to see it as an adventure and something exciting to look forward to. The 
Council will work together with the school staff, governors and parents/carers to ensure that  
any possible disruption is kept to an absolute minimum

The impact of increased traffic is taken very seriously during planning processes and a joint 
effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues. Guarantees cannot be 
made to improve upon existing situations,  but  consultation is undertaken with Highways 
advisers in order to develop measures which will  help to mitigate some of the additional 
impact

There is site capacity for the school to be expanded to a 4FE school. If the expansion is 
agreed we will in fact increase the amount of play space available – a third playground will  
be built and we will be upgrading the existing outdoor play space as well in order to support 
the outdoor curriculum.
The design is still at feasibility stage and other areas may still be considered as part of the  
physical expansion proposal

Parsonage Farm was a 3FE school but as the numbers were quite low in previous years the 
school rolls declined and the school had fewer pupils on roll. The school had three mobile 
classrooms on site and these were taken off as they were no longer needed. The pupil 
numbers in the area started to increase in September 2012 and the school started taking 90 
pupils  since.  The cohort  size  will  increase  on  a  yearly  basis  and  the  school  is  having 
permanent classrooms being built to replace the mobile class. If the expansion to 4 FE is 
agreed then the school will take 120 in Reception in Sept 2015 and again the cohort size will  
increase on a yearly basis rather than becoming a 840 place school on the 1 Sept 2015

Parsonage Farm is  a good school  that  is  popular  with  pupils  and parents,  and we are 
confident that the strong leadership at the school will ensure that the school continues to be 
successful, popular and the focal point for the community.
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those outside which is obviously not a good thing for the 
children and results will inevitably drop due to this. Regardless 
of how good the leadership of the school is, you will not be 
able to stop a child in a class looking out at their friends 
playing. Unless there were blinds which leads me to my fifth 
point.
5. If the school is going to spend money, I would rather it be 
spent of blinds for the classrooms so that children do not have 
to shade their faces from the sun while trying to work. 
Computer equipment, Library equipment which I understand 
are greatly needed. You can't more children in the school if 
the equipment they currently have does not accommodate the 
school as it is at present.
6. The school has only recently been increased to a three 
form school. We were not informed about this but it went 
ahead without consultation. Would it not be better to let the 
school go to full capacity with three forms first before making it 
four forms. I am aware that the school was previously a three 
form school as my older daughter was the last year at three 
forms before they reduced down to two, however this does not 
mean that they will be able to cope with this increase now. 
The older experienced teachers who dealt with the bigger 
school have now left and the teacher are younger 
inexperienced teachers which in my opinion makes me err on 
the side of caution. We do not know if they can yet deal with 
three forms and you want to increase it to four so soon. Not a 
well thought out idea in my opinion.
7. The head teacher is not a young woman and therefore will 
be retiring no doubt in the near future. We are told that the 
school has a "strong leadership" and is therefore capable of 
managing four forms per year. What happens if the head 
teacher retires within the next 8 years before the school is at 
full capacity of 840. Another head may not be able to cope. 
The schools levels would fall and the school would again be 
under special measures.
8. While visiting Parsonage Farm Primary School last night to 
the drop-in session where we spoke to council planning 

The school is confident that the benefits from having a larger school will  enable them to  
provide an excellent education for all the pupils that attend the school
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officials and others involved in this proposal, I asked the little 
Asian woman that was their if, after four forms per year they 
were then going to increase to five or six forms per year. To 
my surprise, she replied yes they would if they could. Now I 
expected her to say oh no they wouldn't do that. SO you can 
see, this will only open the gates to more expansions and 
three forms per year is plenty thank you very much.
9. At the drop-in session, Parents spoke to different officials 
and asked why other schools such as Rainham Village 
Primary were not chosen to be expanded. Why does it have to 
be Parsonage all the time? Especially since Rainham Village 
was last year renovated, it would have been a perfect time to 
do it. One official said that the Leadership of the school was 
not strong enough to cope with the proposal, and another 
official stated that land would need to be purchased for the 
development whereas Parsonage already has the land 
available. Two different answers. I think that reasons are 
being pulled out of the hat. If the headteacher isn't strong 
enough to lead then why is she there?
10. Parsonage Farm Primary has not communicated 
sufficiently with all parents regarding this proposal. Some 
parents have signed up to the email system and these 
received notification of the proposal, however, I know of 
parents who are not on this email system who did not get a 
paper notification. I have spoken to parents who knew nothing 
of it. It is as if the school are purposely trying to make sure it 
goes through by not informing 100% of those affected. 
Furthermore, the drop in session last night was only sent to 
people on the email system again and people not on it did not 
get notified, nor did any local residents. There could have 
been a notice on the school gate inviting residents to come 
along and find out the facts but their wasn't. You can not get a 
true picture of people feelings if you don't inform everybody of 
what's going on.
11.Increasing by another thirty children per year will take away 
what community feel is left in the school. It is too big already. It 
is within a residential area and should have a community feel 
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to it. Too many children will remove this.
12. I have seen the plans on paper for the additional classes 
to accommodate the increase in children. I was not happy that 
the classes are being built on playground space. I put forward 
my concerns and was told that they may expand the 
playground where the grass currently is. This would then take 
away part of their field. Also a running track is to be built 
around the field which once again is going to take field(playing 
in summer) area away. There will be double the children to 
what there is now and half the play area. Does everyone 
involved with this not realise that this is a stupid idea. They'll 
need more space not less. Also due to the current extension 
to a three form school, the lower school field which is used for 
sports day and play, has been cut in half and half is going to 
be paved for a small playground. This will make the school so 
disjointed, its silly. Plus the wooded area of the school with 
trees planted by children who originally went to the school 
have been chopped down to make a nice little car park for the 
teacher so they'll be able to park when parents are fighting 
outside for parking spaces. Aren't they lucky! We live in an era 
where we are trying to keep as much green space as possible 
and yet here we have already knocked down a load of trees to 
put in a car park and are taking away green play areas to 
replace it with concrete. Wonderful! I bet the green charities 
wouldn't approve, well nor do I. We were told at the drop in 
session that play area has doubled. It doesn't take a genius 
again to work out that if you're building on part of a piece of 
land its taking the open land away not making it bigger.
To conclude, I am disgusted that the head teacher of 
Parsonage Farm Primary has put this school forward for 
expansion knowing that her parents would in the majority 
object.  I feel that the levels of teaching are already going 
down so please consider this as another reason for my 
objecting the expansion of the school. I do not believe they 
would be able to cope with a further expansion.
I look forward to your reply once this stage of the proposal has 
ended
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Respondent 54
I am sending this email to oppose the future plans to again 
expand the annual intake from 90 - 120 pupils per year at 
Parsonage Farm School in Rainham Essex.

Parsonage Farm school already accommodates 90 pupils per 
year which is already considerably larger than average for the 
borough, with other schools inside havering accommodating 
as few as 15 pupils per year. I strongly believe it will be more 
beneficial to develop other Havering schools to the same 
intake number that is already 90 at Parsonage Farm School. 
Despite claims being made by the school regarding the 
proposed development not affecting the education of my child 
is ludicrous and non factual as there is no factual evidence 
available to warrant this bold statement/claim as the proposed 
expansion is only at planning stage. If the plans go ahead, the 
ongoing building work will cause huge distraction during 
lesson times, decreased air quality around the children during 
outdoor play times and without a doubt disrupt the daily 
operation of the school. Again, if the plans do go ahead there 
will be an ongoing negative environmental impact on Rainham 
and all residents due to the increased traffic ferrying in all the 
additional children.
I feel it is also important to point out that if the local council 
had not sold off local schools and land (such as Dunningfords 
School Elm Park) the lack of placements would be less of an 
issue!? Yes a new school has been built in Southend Road 
but in hindsight this should have been an additional school 
and not a replacement to a perfectly functioning well 
established school. Surely this highlights Havering Councils 
motivation of money by selling off an existing huge land site 
and school to replace with a massive housing development 
only adding to the lack of schooling placements further!!
I strongly believe this development will not benefit the 
children, local residents or the Borough in anyway. It will add a 
huge amount of congestion to the already congested area, 
have a further negative affect on road safety in the area and 

Local 
Resident

Whenever there is a change made to our schools, we make every effort to ensure that the 
quality  of  education  and  the  welfare,  safety  and  security  of  pupils  is  given  the  highest 
priority. We have an excellent track record for managing major building projects at primary 
schools and we aim to keep disruption to a minimum both for those teaching and learning as 
well as for anybody who lives close to the school.

Careful planning with the full co-operation of all parties can avoid most disruption and many 
children are likely to see it as an adventure and something exciting to look forward to. The 
Council will work together with the school staff, governors and parents/carers to ensure that  
any possible disruption is kept to an absolute minimum

The impact of increased traffic is taken very seriously during planning processes and a joint 
effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues. Guarantees cannot be 
made to improve upon existing situations,  but  consultation is undertaken with Highways 
advisers in order to develop measures which will  help to mitigate some of the additional 
impact

There is site capacity for the school to be expanded to a 4FE school. If the expansion is 
agreed we will in fact increase the amount of play space available – a third playground will  
be built and we will be upgrading the existing outdoor play space as well in order to support 
the outdoor curriculum.
The design is still at feasibility stage and other areas may still be considered as part of the  
physical expansion proposal
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significantly increase pollution. Other local schools need to be 
bought to the same intake before further development of those 
already at a higher than average capacity. If the school and 
local area had been designed to accommodate such high 
numbers of children and traffic it would have been originally 
designed that way when the school was originally built many 
years ago.

Respondent 55
I wish to object to the proposal to increase the above school in 
size. My reason is that the new places at the school will mean 
children coming from outside the area to the school.  This will 
mean an increase in the amount of traffic, etc in the area with 
parents bringing and collecting children from school.   The 
parking and traffic in the area is already bad and this will 
increase it. I understand some children have to wait until 1pm 
for the lunch as it is and this will make it worse.
I hope this application will be refused.

Respondent 56
I am writing to lodge my concerns regarding the above 
proposals.
I  do not  believe the planned expansion of Parsonage Farm 
Primary School is not going to be a positive decision for either 
our children or the community of Rainham. 
Whilst  I  accept  the  need  for  more  school  spaces  for  the 
children  who  will  be  moving  into  this  area  with  all  the 
planned/current developments our school is already struggling 
to  cope  with  the  recent  rise  in  pupils/classrooms.  We  as 
parents can already feel the frustrations of a recent increase 
in pupils with  regards to the number of  cars,  being able to 
safely drop children and pick them up in the increased crowd 
which now surrounds the front of the school. 
Our children complain about the noise of plant working and 

Local 
Resident

Parent

The impact of increased traffic is taken very seriously during planning processes and a joint 
effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues. Guarantees cannot be 
made to improve upon existing situations,  but  consultation is undertaken with Highways 
advisers in order to develop measures which will  help to mitigate some of the additional 
impact
There is site capacity for the school to be expanded to a 4FE school. If the expansion is 
agreed we will in fact increase the amount of play space available – a third playground will  
be built and we will be upgrading the existing outdoor play space as well in order to support 
the outdoor curriculum.
The design is still at feasibility stage and other areas may still be considered as part of the  
physical expansion proposal

The impact of increased traffic is taken very seriously during planning processes and a joint 
effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues. Guarantees cannot be 
made to improve upon existing situations,  but  consultation is undertaken with Highways 
advisers in order to develop measures which will  help to mitigate some of the additional 
impact
There is site capacity for the school to be expanded to a 4FE school. If the expansion is 
agreed we will in fact increase the amount of play space available – a third playground will  
be built and we will be upgrading the existing outdoor play space as well in order to support 
the outdoor curriculum.
The design is still at feasibility stage and other areas may still be considered as part of the  
physical expansion proposal

Whenever there is a change made to our schools, we make every effort to ensure that the 
quality  of  education  and  the  welfare,  safety  and  security  of  pupils  is  given  the  highest 
priority. We have an excellent track record for managing major building projects at primary 
schools and we aim to keep disruption to a minimum both for those teaching and learning as 
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lack of space outside the reception area as they continue to 
build a car park on space my daughter once had her,  now 
defunct, sports day on. This is where her uncle 30 years ago 
remembers planting a tree which recently was pulled up for 
the paved area.
Our schools should be more focused on increasing physical 
fitness and keeping large outdoor areas for our kids to run 
around  outside  during  play  times  and  sports  days.  They 
should live close enough to their primary school so as not to 
have to consider using public/private transport. 
Children, their parents and their community should not have to 
struggle with safety concerns linked to an increase in cars on 
the already crowded streets and the fumes this creates. Local 
elderly people and those who are disabled should be able to 
park close to their residence at all times. 
Kids  should  live  near  their  classmates  so  as  to  encourage 
solid  friendships  which  last  lifetimes  because  they  tend  to 
socialise  more  readily  with  kids  down  the  road  rather  than 
those  who  travel  from afar.  This  also  builds  trust  between 
parents and in turn nurtures healthy neighbourhoods who care 
about each other.
We are so lucky in Rainham to have a rare community who 
are  so  close.  Generations  of  children  are  linked  by  their 
community and most of the children's parents my kids interact 
with went to school with each other. These relationships are 
valuable.  They  link  communities  and  give  us  social 
responsibility which should not be diluted.
If building new homes in an already built up area there should 
be  a  consideration  to  build  new  schools  alongside  -  not 
increase  little  gems  like  Parsonage  Farm  and  risk  turning 
them into Super Primaries

Respondent 57
I accept that by expanding the school the school will receive 
extra facilities and funding, but this still does not outweigh the 
factors  against  the  building  works.  I  have  2  children  at 
Parsonage Farm School.  1 in year one and 1 in reception.  

A parent

well as for anybody who lives close to the school.

Careful planning with the full co-operation of all parties can avoid most disruption and many 
children are likely to see it as an adventure and something exciting to look forward to. The 
Council will work together with the school staff, governors and parents/carers to ensure that  
any possible disruption is kept to an absolute minimum

Parsonage Farm is  a good school  that  is  popular  with  pupils  and parents,  and we are 
confident that the strong leadership at the school will ensure that the school continues to be 
successful, popular and the focal point for the community

There is site capacity for the school to be expanded to a 4FE school. If the expansion is 
agreed we will in fact increase the amount of play space available – a third playground will  
be built and we will be upgrading the existing outdoor play space as well in order to support 
the outdoor curriculum.
The design is still at feasibility stage and other areas may still be considered as part of the  
physical expansion proposal
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  My son told me recently that they are currently without use of 
a library whilst works are ongoing, for the classrooms being 
built that have already been agreed too! I feel this is unfair on 
our  children taking this  facility  away from them. The library 
was a highlight of my sons week and enjoyed coming home 
and showing us his book.  The dinner hall is crowded, when a 
school concert is put on its impossible to see your children 
with  the amount of  patents already another  30 children per 
year group is going to mean another 60 parents wanting to 
see their children perform.  I have recently been informed that 
lunch times will  be staggered due to overcrowding and that 
children are being rushed in an out to finish their lunch.   My 
son very often comes home very hungry and finishes his lunch 
on the way home from school because he hasn't had time to 
eat it. The already increased numbers have made a significant 
and  worrying  increase  in  traffic  and  uncontrolled  parking.  I 
witness on a daily basis parents struggling to get their children 
to  school  as  roads  become  gridlocked  and  parking  is  not 
available.  It  is  becoming increasingly dangerous for us who 
walk  their  children  to  school,   as  cars  regularly  mount  the 
pavement to pass oncoming cars.  There are no facilities to 
assist the children cross the road near the school.  With the 
corners of Briscoe / Farm Road and Allen / Farm Road being 
a challenge for most adults to safely cross. My major concern 
is the local Roads; they will not be able to safely cope with the 
increased traffic that will come with increased numbers. The 
roads  cannot  cope  as  it  is.  Emergency  services  would  be 
slowed down as they would be unable to manoeuvre through 
the roads at busy periods. Residence are unable to access 
their own properties with their vehicles. There is inadequate 
public transport to support the numbers that will need to use 
them. On another note I also have massive concerns about 
the social development of children attending a school of this 
size. The transition between nursery - reception is already a 
big change in their  life.  Putting 4/5 year old children into a 
school of this size may be overwhelming and upsetting and 
take  a  longer  period  to  adjust  to  school  life.  The  small 

The impact of increased traffic is taken very seriously during planning processes and a joint 
effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues. Guarantees cannot be 
made to improve upon existing situations,  but  consultation is undertaken with Highways 
advisers in order to develop measures which will  help to mitigate some of the additional 
impact

Whenever there is a change made to our schools, we make every effort to ensure that the 
quality  of  education  and  the  welfare,  safety  and  security  of  pupils  is  given  the  highest 
priority. We have an excellent track record for managing major building projects at primary 
schools and we aim to keep disruption to a minimum both for those teaching and learning as 
well as for anybody who lives close to the school.
Careful planning with the full co-operation of all parties can avoid most disruption and many 
children are likely to see it as an adventure and something exciting to look forward to. The 
Council will work together with the school staff, governors and parents/carers to ensure that  
any possible disruption is kept to an absolute minimum

Parsonage Farm is  a good school  that  is  popular  with  pupils  and parents,  and we are 
confident that the strong leadership at the school will ensure that the school continues to be 
successful, popular and the focal point for the community

60



APPENDIX 2: Representation Comments from Respondents and Proposer Responses 

playground has already gone!!!  Due to the building of the new 
classrooms. All the children’s space to play it seems will  be 
taken  away  for  building  work.  Parsonage  Farm  Primary 
School is stated as a community school; The school is rapidly 
losing  its  community  spirit  and  will  no  longer  serves  as  a 
community school if these expansion plans are agreed.

 Respondent 58
I have been aware of the plans to extend Parsonage Farm 
Primary School but today is the first day that I have been 
aware of this email to pass on comments.  I am yet to see any 
plans for the expansion but am concerned with the current 
disruption that the noise from the new staff car park is causing 
my daughter in the classroom.  She on several occasions has 
complained about the noise.  I was therefore annoyed to see 
that no work was carried out on this area during the recent 2 
week Easter break. I was also upset to hear, due to works 
being carried out, that for some time the library has been out 
of bounds when previously a book was brought home weekly.

I am also extremely concerned about the impact, of having a 
larger intake will have on the already diabolical situation of 
parking on Farm Road and surrounding roads.  I walk to 
school every day with my daughter but am constantly seeing 
parents blocking drives, parking right up on the kerb restricting 
path space, parking on the yellow lines directly outside the 
school where I usually consider the safest place for my 
daughter and I to cross while others stop in the middle of the 
road to unload their children. It is lazy on their part when so 
many of them, I know, live only a walking distance away.  With 
children coming from other areas is only going to make this 
worse and will only to be a matter of time before someone is 
seriously or fatally injured.  

 Local 
Resident 
& Parent

Whenever there is a change made to our schools, we make every effort to ensure that the 
quality  of  education  and  the  welfare,  safety  and  security  of  pupils  is  given  the  highest 
priority. We have an excellent track record for managing major building projects at primary 
schools and we aim to keep disruption to a minimum both for those teaching and learning as 
well as for anybody who lives close to the school.
Careful planning with the full co-operation of all parties can avoid most disruption and many 
children are likely to see it as an adventure and something exciting to look forward to. The 
Council will work together with the school staff, governors and parents/carers to ensure that  
any possible disruption is kept to an absolute minimum

There is site capacity for the school to be expanded to a 4FE school. If the expansion is 
agreed we will in fact increase the amount of play space available – a third playground will  
be built and we will be upgrading the existing outdoor play space as well in order to support 
the outdoor curriculum.
The design is still at feasibility stage and other areas may still be considered as part of the  
physical expansion proposal

The impact of increased traffic is taken very seriously during planning processes and a joint 
effort is made by all involved to explore ways of mitigating the issues. Guarantees cannot be 
made to improve upon existing situations,  but  consultation is undertaken with Highways 
advisers in order to develop measures which will  help to mitigate some of the additional 
impact
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